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A Spiritual Pilgrimage:
Adventuring with the Fifth Epochal Revelation

A Biographical Introduction to the Meredith J. Sprunger Archive
5/96

This collection of papers had its origin in an urgent appeal that | seriously consider assembling the various papers | have written over the years and make
them available. These papaers written in the pioneering years of the Fifth Epocha Revelation may have some value for individuals who discover the Urantia
Papers in the future and wonder about the thinking of those of us who were privileged to fellowship with the founders of the Urantia movement.

On Giving a Testimony

Among my earliest memories| recall asafour or five year old boy sitting in the Missionary Church in Woodburn, Indiana listening to people give their
testimonies of how God had blessed and hel ped them that week. Sometimes | was impressed by their sincerity and genuineness; but more often, even asa
small boy, | was critical of their claims and wondered about their motivation. An aversion to exhibitionism has been a strong aspect of my personality.

| am a person of very ordinary abilities and gifts, yet my life has been blessed and rewarded in so many ways. Over the years, | have come to the conviction
that | have avery able Thought Adjuster. Many times | have had the urge to bear testimony to God’ s guidance and acknowledge that whatever
accomplishments | have achieved are largely the result of my Adjuster’ s shepherding and undergirding and not my human abilities. But my aversion to
exhibition and the suspicion that disguised egocentric motives may be involved in this testimonial urge have always thwarted its actualization.

As an octogenarian, | have struggled in ascertaining the most effective avenues of service to which | am called. My direction has always been in the areas of
nature, philosophy, theology, spiritual insight, and writing. At times | have envied those whose calling was in more tangible areas such as helping people
with specific material or physical problems. Intellectually, | know that philosophers and writers contribute a valuable service, but emotionally | sometimes
wish for more immediate and tangible results of service.

From an egocentric point of view, | would prefer to abandon this testimony project, but after much soul searching | feel constrained to witness to the
guidance, support, and partnership of awonderful Thought Adjuster and loving friend, along with the Spirit of Truth and Holy Spirit. Those who have
experienced this divine partnership know the truth of a Mighty Messenger statement, “when man gives God all that he has, then does God make that man
more than heis.” (U.B. p. 12185)

Odyssey of Peak Experiences

Our lives are shaped by our peak experiences. These episodes of transcendence are sometimes difficult to explain, but most people have a sense of the
ministry of a Reality above and beyond themselves that bring meaning to their lives: ...” at every crossroad in the forward struggle, the Spirit of Truth will
always speak , saying, ‘Thisistheway.”” (U. B. p. 383)

My search for knowledge and truth started at an early age. | have avivid memory at the age of four of acompelling urge and deep hunger to know more
about life. | was standing outside on the south side of our house in the bright sunshine. | recall saying to myself, “There is something about life that | do not
understand, but I’'m going to find out.”

These prayers of the heart take years to integrate our minds and fashion our lives. Along the way critical peak experiences stand out in our memory. Around
the age of eight my father was treasure of our church. He had piles of coins on the dining room table. One glass was full of fifty cent pieces. | took several of
these coins and hid them. When my father recounted the money, it did not agree with his original count. He was quite disturbed and sought me out, saying,
“Meredith, did you take some of thismoney?’ | felt terrible and admitted taking the money and showed him where | had hid it. This humiliating experience
made me determine never to do anything like that again.

When | was nine years old my mother developed breast cancer and suffered terribly in the later stages of the disease before she passed away. A year and a
half later my father’s vermiform appendix burst and, before the days of antibiotics, inflammation set in that took hislife. | shall always remember my father
facing death, gathered us four children around him and telling us that he hoped that we would always live lives that were good and truthful, following the
guidance of our heavenly Father. The death of my parents were rugged reality probing confrontations. | recall sitting in our front room during the home
funeral service of my father looking out of our picture window at a herd of cows grazing in the sunshine, and saying to myself, “Now I’ m like those cows
with no oneto care for me but God.”

An aunt and uncle took me to live with them at their home in the country near Monroe, Indiana. When | was around thirteen, we went to the Mennonite
Church in Berne, Indianato hear the community chorus sing Handel’s Messiah. | was so carried away by the spiritual grandeur of the lyrics and music that |
became acutely aware of my own finitude and insignificance. When we got home, | went up to my room and prayed fervently, “Lord, make me a part of
something more important and significant than myself!” Little did | realize that one day | would have the privilege of being one of the pioneers associated
with the Fifth Epocha Revelation.

My central interests have always been in nature, philosophy, and religion. As | struggled with the decision of what course of study | would pursue in college,
| was drawn to a career as a naturalist. Since | was without parental guidance, | tried to think objectively. Reasoning that my attraction to nature was a
passing adolescent fancy, | attempted to make a more mature, conventional choice. Since | was aways interest in the “why and wherefore” of things, |
thought chemistry fit this description. Knowing, however, that | did not want to spend my lifein alaboratory, | settled on Chemica Engineering.

Although | received an excellent grade in chemistry in my first semester at Purdue, | knew that | did not want to be an engineer. So | turned to my first love
and transferred to the School of Forestry. Here | felt comfortable but more and more the idea of philosophy and religion seemed to be calling to me.
Comments my uncle made about ministers led me to think he regarded them as “parasites’ on society. The idea occurred to me that | could earn my living as
forester and engage in ministry as an avocation. So | wrote Mission House Seminary (now United Theological Seminary) asking if | could enroll in the
seminary after graduating from the School of Forestry. Their reply was, “No, you should have aliberal arts major to enter the seminary.” Thiswasa
devastating blow to my life plan. What should | do? What was God’ s will? | walked late nights under the full moon in pasture fields near the agriculture
campus trying to discern spiritual guidance. It was an agonizing decision, but finally | felt confident that God was calling me to take the more difficult
course, transfer to Lakeland College, magjor in philosophy, and enter the seminary.

My educational pilgrimage proceeded normally through Mission House Seminary, B.D., Princeton Theological Seminary, M. Th., a pastorate at Trinity
United Church of Christ in Mulberry, Indiana, and earning a Ph. D in psychology at Purdue University. In 1950 | took a position teaching psychology at
Elmhurst College and a pastorate at Highland Avenue United Methodist Church in Chicago. The pressure of these two new positions plus the 25 mile drive
through Chicago traffic began to take their toll. Being a hearty person with considerable ego-reinforcing courage, | plunged on until my physiological and
psychological energy reserves were exhausted. Suddenly my ego invulnerability was shattered. | was thrown into the physical exhaustion and psychological
depression of battle fatigue.

Only those who have experienced the engulfing depth, anguish, and hopel essness of such depression can know what it islike. It is a psychological-spiritual
event that tests the depth of the soul. It will either leave you a wounded and broken individual or a transformed and stronger person more in tune with
spiritual readlity.

While it was the dark night of the soul, it was also the transforming peak experience in my life. Stripped of all my ego-defenses and rationalizations, | was
faced with either giving in to despair or surrendering my ego-defenses and giving myself completely to God regardless of consequences. | saw this as the
only option with which | could identify. My life had been dedicated to God before but now | had faced the ultimate test. The restructuring of my inner life
was slow but sure. | had a better understanding of what it means to be spiritually born again. | had passed through the tempering fire of testing and knew the
spiritua invincibility of being a son of God. Much later my experience resonated with a passage | read in The Urantia Book.

But long before reaching Havona, these ascendant children of time have learned to feast on uncertainty, to fatten upon disappointment, to enthuse over
apparent defeat, to invigorate in the presence of difficulties, to exhibit indomitable courage in the face of immensity, and to exercise unconguerable faith
when confronted with the challenge of the inexplicable. Long since, the battle cry of these pilgrims became: ‘In liaison with God, nothing—absolutely
nothing—simpossible.” U. B. p. 291)

In 1952 we took a pastorate at Grace United Church of Christ in Culver, Indiana. | found that my spiritual insights and growth took on a new dimension.
After several years of working out sermons and papers formulating my own spiritual experience and emphasizing the religion of Jesus rather than the
religion about Jesus, | realized that a new spiritual approach was needed in mainline Christian theology. | tentatively outlined a couple of books that needed
to be written, but | was not ready for the discipline required to write these books. After some time of trying to avoid commitment to this project, | realized
that in loyalty to thisinner leading a decision had to be made.

To seek the will of God in making this decision | spent hours under the starsin our back yard. It seemed clear to me that a new theol ogical-spiritual
orientation was needed in understanding our Christian faith, and that God was leading me to move in this direction. | finally expressed my willingness to
make the commitment to undertake this project. Not long after | made this decision, The Urantia Book was placed in my hands. | promised the friend who
gave it to me, Judge L ouis Hammerschmidt, that | would evaluate it.

Its table of contents turned me off; | thought it would be a waste of time to read it. After many months of procrastination, | started reading the section on the
Life and Teachings of Jesus. | did not find what | expected to find. It confirmed and greatly enhanced the New Testament story. Often | read with tears
streaming down my cheeks. When | finished reading this seminal presentation of the Life and Teachings of Jesus, | knew its authors had a profound grasp of
spiritual reality. Thus motivated, | read the entire book. When | finished reading the Urantia Papers | realized that this was the most authentic picture of total
reality in print. The integration of science, philosophy, and religion along with its spiritual cosmology gives a picture of the universe of universesthat is
without parallel in spiritual insight and philosophic coherence in world literature. | recognized that the basic ideas | had decided to write about were here
presented much better than | could possibly formulate them. | had the pervasive sense that my whole life had been prepared for this new vision of spiritual
reality. The rest of my life has been a postscript and postlude to this climaxing peak experience.

In order to learn more about the origins of The Urantia Book | soon established a relationship with Dr. William S. Sadler, a Chicago psychiatrist, who was
the leader of the group receiving the Urantia Papers. This association developed into a warm friendship with Dr. Sadler, his son, Bill, and EmmalL.
Christensen (Christy). They were all members of the Contact Commission receiving the Papers. Irene and | spent many week-ends with Dr. Sadler and
Christy and devel oped friendships with members of the Forum. It was my privilege later to officiate at the Memorial Services of Dr. Sadler, Bill, Christy,
and other members of the General Council.

| was elected to the General Council of Urantia Brotherhood, and Bill Sadler and | were appointed the first Field Representatives of the Brotherhood. Later |
served as chairman of the Education Committee and Fraternal Relations Committees, and President of the Urantia Brotherhood. After Dr. Sadler had
graduated to the Mansion Worlds, Christy became the “director” of the Foundation-Brotherhood offices. When she was getting up in years, Christy invited
me to come to Chicago and take her place. | told her that this invitation was a high honor, but that | had a sense of calling to aless prestigious and more
difficult ministry of interfacing with the leaders of mainline Christianity.

In closing this autobiographical odyssey of peak experiences, | should testify to several psychological-spiritual experiences that are rationally and
scientifically inexplicable. They occurred in periods of both psychological and physical crises. Although such experiences are important to one’ sinner life,
they must remain personal. The seemingly miraculous I’ m confident would be explicable if the range of our knowledge were greater. | recall that my
gratitude was so great in one of these experiences that | said to the indwelling presence of the Father that | would remember it, in the far distant future, when
| stood in his presence on Paradise.

A Service of
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| nterface with Mainline Christianity
2/99

Although | examined the Table of Contents of The Urantia Book in December of 1955, it was late in 1956 when | finished reading it and realized that it had epochal
potential for transforming religion and religious institutions on our planet. During 1957 | shared it with asmall group of United Church of Christ clergy and we started a
ministerial study group. | also started alocal study group of people in Grace church. Once during the year | mentioned the book in a sermon as an inspirational source
worth examining. For twenty-five years | bootlegged concepts from the Urantia Papers in preaching and teaching.

Early Confrontational Events

One of the elders of the church whose family was miffed because the Parsonage Building Committee did not chose their plan, sent a letter to the president of the
denomination, Dr. James E. Wagner, complaining about my involvement with The Urantia Book. Dr. Wagner asked two professors of Mission House Theological
Seminary to evaluate the book. Some excerpts from their review show that it was quite negative:

" Much of the material strikes one as Gnostic. The Church rejected Gnosticism because it substituted speculation for faith and pretended to know more about Jesus Christ
than the commonly accepted tradition of the Church....l personally have a hard time penetrating the depths of the Bible and appropriating its rich vocabulary. If | should
spend further time acquainting myself with the * gobbledygook’ of the Urantia Book, | would be ready to have my head examined!... We must remind readers of the book
that the Church acknowledges God'’ s final revelation in Jesus Christ. To claim that the Urantia Book is a new revelation is to excommunicate oneself from the fellowship
of the Church. This book adds absolutely nothing to our faith in God as Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. It is superfluous.”

Dr. Wagner then contacted the Rev. Henry G. Kroehler, president of the Michigan-Indiana Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, who in turn came to Culver
and talked to me about the complaint. My response was that | was not going to use The Urantia Book in church work and was ready to be examined on my theological
positions at any time, but that no one was going to tell me what | could or could not read. Henry agreed with my point of view and later wrote a letter to our consistory
informing them of the letter written by an elder of Grace Church. The President of the Consistory of Grace Church, Donald B. Hand, wrote Henry Kroehler the following
letter, dated 2/25/58:

Dear President Kroehler and members of the Synodical Council:

Two weeks ago you brought to our attention a letter which had been written by one of our Elders to the President of our Denomination complaining of our study with Dr.
Sprunger of the Urantia Book, and intimating that some measure of censure by the higher echelon of our church should be applied to us.

At a special meeting of the Consistory on February 19th the matter was presented and discussed fully. The identity of the Elder was not disclosed so that there would be as
little cause for personal emotion as possible. From the discussion which followed, may | summarize the feelings of our Consistory: The action of the Elder, although
sincere, was ill advised and certainly in direct contradiction of the Constitution of the Evangelical and Reformed Church; furthermore, it was an undemocratic request
calling for an authoritarian action not only unwarranted but also inimical to the principles of our democratic processes, both state and church.

As aresult of the discussion, the following actions were taken;

|. Motion made and seconded: “It is understood that every member of Grace Church shall recognize the lawful authority and procedures of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church. Any complaint shall be brought first to our local Consistory. If the decision of the local Consistory does not satisfy the person or persons carrying the complaint
they may appeal to the Synodical Council. If the decision of the Synodical Council is not satisfactory an appeal may be made to the President of the Denomination.

“If any member desires to bring a charge against the minister, this charge shall be made in writing to the Synodical Council of the Michigan-Indiana Synod. Any member
not following this lawful procedure shall be liable to the judicatory action of the Spiritual Council of Grace Church.” Supported 13 to 1 (Ballot vote.)

2. Resolution offered and supported: “It is understood that Dr. Sprunger will refrain from mentioning or teaching from the Urantia Book in any of his pastoral duties. Asa
private citizen of this community, however, we have no objection to his conducting a study group on the Urantia Book in his home, the parsonage, at 215 N. Slate Street,
Culver, Indiana.” Supported 11 to 1 with two abstaining (Ballot vote.)

Dr. Sprunger announced that since he considered this a controversial matter and not necessary to the welfare of the church, he would not conduct a study group in the
parsonage even thought there was only one vote against it.

Following these motions, the Consistory members expressed their individual confidence in the efforts which Dr. Sprunger has made to bring us alarger and more
meaningful vision of the truthsin our Bible and away in which to apply these truths to our daily lives. We reject any suggestion or pressure which would limit a minister
or layman in respect to what he may or may not read or study in an honest search for truth, feeling that though a strong progressive approach to Christian thinking may
step on some toes, such an approach is more desirable than that of preserving the “status quo” in which one progresses rapidly backwards.

Assuring you that we are not headed in that direction under our present leadership, and hoping that this satisfactorily explains our disposition of the problem, | am,
Sincerely yours,

Donald B. Hand

President Henry Kroehler’ sreply, dated 2/26/58 is as follows:
Dear Mr. Hand:

First of al, let me express my appreciation for the contents of your letter of February 25. | also want to add that | thoroughly agree with the procedure which you have
outlined in regard to the matter of complaints. At one or two points | would think perhaps a different wording would be more desirable. Yet | think the general spirit of the
procedure which you outlined is wholesome.

It seems to me that you are perhaps somewhat unnecessarily severe in the censure against the elder involved in this particular instance when you speak of his action as“an
undemocratic request calling for an authoritarian action.” | agree that the contact was made through the wrong channel but | am not aware of any request for any
authoritarian action. Rather | am quite certain it was primarily an expression of concern.

| also want to share with you and the members of the consistory in the expression of confidence in the work which Dr. Sprunger is doing in your midst. Dr. Sprunger
knows that the concern which was expressed in this regard in no way reflects any hesitancy in expressing our appreciation for the excellency of the work he has been
doing. | gather, however, from your letter that there might be some thought to hinder “a strong progressive approach to Christian thinking.” | feel that | need to assure you
that in the Evangelical and Reformed Church there has always been an encouragement for such thorough Christian thinking and that | am sure we shall continue with that
particular emphasis. Nevertheless, thiswill in no way imply that legitimate objections will not be raised against the development of any unchristian thinking in our
congregations.

With these comments | want to assure you again that | have every confidence that the congregational life in Grace Church will continue to develop in every Christian sense
asit hasin the past.

Sincerely,

Henry G. Kroehler

On 2/27/58 Dr. Edward W. Brueseke, pastor of Zion Church in South Bend, and chairman of the denominational Commission of Church and Ministry, wrote the Rev.
Herbert Meussling, who was a member of our ministerial study group, that in his opinion any minister who “accepts the claim and teachings of Urantia as authentic would
sooner or later have to leave the ministry of the Evangelical and Reformed Church.” The concern about our ministerial group studying The Urantia Book was also referred
to a special committee of the Synod Presidents by Dr. James Wagner. It isimportant to recognize that all of this contact by church officials was done kindly and with areal
concern for those of us studying The Urantia Book and for the church.

Arrangements were made for our group of ministersto meet with Dr. Robert V. Maoss, Jr. on October 6, 1958. Dr. Moss was President of Lancaster Theological Seminary
and Professor of New Testament Theology. He had examined some of the Biblical material in The Urantia Book and admitted that much of it was in harmony with the best
scholarly views. Dr. Moss also acknowledged that the date of the crucifixion in The Urantia Book was one of the two dates which the research of the Biblical scholar,
Rudolf Bultmann, indicated was the date of the crucifixion. But later Dr. Moss wrote in commenting on the book, “It isuncritical in its use of Biblical materials and the
admixture of gospel materials with very late apocryphal materials (possibly as late as the 20th century?) is regrettable. My own feeling is that some of the sharper edges of
the gospel materials have been left out and thisis regrettable in atime like these.” | received aletter from him dated October 13, 1958 saying, “It occurs to me that we did
not deal with one basic question. As you know, Christianity is an historical religion and because of that the bases of revelation can be tested by scholarship. It seemsto me
extremely important that the source of the Urantia“revelations’ be set forth in any serious discussion of itsclaims.” | assured Dr. Moss that our group was already
seriously engaged in researching the persons and events associated with the origin of The Urantia Book.

Introducing College Studentsto The Urantia Book

At thispoint in time | saw that it was fruitless to introduce church leaders to The Urantia Book. | reasoned that young people studying the sciences would be more open to
the book. With thisin mind, | joined the faculty of Indiana Institute of Technology where | had the opportunity to introduce hundreds of students to the book. In 1962 we
started a Urantia study group composed of faculty members, students, and community people. We became a Urantia Society in 19609.

In 1964 | accepted a second position as pastor of Plum Tree United Church of Christ, some thirty miles south of Fort Wayne. This congregation was aformer Christian
Church whose theology reflected a fundamentalistic position. During the next 15 years | discovered that using appropriate language and frames of reference, the truths of
The Urantia Book were welcomed with joy and enthusiasm. | was even able to introduce the book to afew of the congregation.

In preparation for my real interface with mainline Christian leaders, | retired from Indiana I nstitute of Technology in June of 1977 and from our pastorate at Plum Tree
United Church of Christ in May of 1979. On April 17, 1979 we organized The Christian Fellowship of Students of The Urantia Book as a nonprofit corporation in the
State of Indiana.

I nterfacing with Mainline Christian Leaders

Following Jesus approach in going to Annas who was at the top of the Sanhedrin power structure in starting his public ministry, we started our interface with mainline
Christianity by writing personal letters to 88 theological professorsin seminaries affiliated with the American Association of Theological Schools along with a pamphlet
and an offer of aloan book. We received only a couple responses which showed no interest in examining the book. Later | tried to interest Dr. Walter Brueggemann, a
highly respected and widely read theologian in the United Church of Christ, in taking a critical ook at The Urantia Book. His response was, “1 don’t even understand the
Bible, why should | spend time on a book like this?’ Dr. Martin E. Marty of the Chicago Divinity School and a Senior Editor of The Christian Century, writesin aletter
dated 2/15/80, “Through the years different folk have sent me the Urantia Book. I’ ve taken a few running jumps at it, found my understanding thin and my curiosity
quickly waning. Thanks for the offer.” A couple years ago when Dr. Marty was at Plymouth Church herein Fort Wayne, | talked to him about The Urantia Book. He
remarked that he didn’t know much about the book but was impressed with the quality of the people who were studying it.

Partial List of Outreach Activitiesfrom 1979 to 1999

» Wrote “Interface with the Church.” This paper outlines my preparation for interface ministry with the Christian Church and the objectives of the Christian Fellowship of
Students of The Urantia Book . (5/17/79)

» Wrote "On Introducing The Urantia Book to the Christian Church." This paper presents a rationale for an interface ministry to the church.( 6/1/79)

» Wrote "A Synoptic Introduction toThe Urantia Book ." This paper was prepared for discussions with ministers covering the following areas: An Overview, Revelation,
The Doctrine of God, Cosmology, Christology and the Plan of Salvation, The Church and the Kingdom of Heaven, and Prayer and Worship. (3/10/80)

» Wrote "Universe Christology: A Transplanetary View." This paper uses contemporary theological writing to support the Christology of The Urantia Book .(4/10/80)
» Gave areview of The Urantia Book to faculty and students at Indiana-Purdue University and spoke to several philosophy classes. (11/80)
» Wrote "The Atonement Doctrine.” This paper anticipates criticism of The Urantia Book ‘s view of the blood atonement theory held by conservative Christians.(12/21/80)

* | gavereviews of The Urantia Book to a Sunday School class at the First Christian Church in Fort Wayne (12/14/80) and a little later to the men's group at the Unitarian
Church.

» We sent 83 letters to the mainline ministers of Muncie, Indiana on 1/6/81 inviting them to areview of The Urantia Book at Ball State University. The few who attended
wanted loan books. Called on several professors who showed interest.

* In January of 1981 we started a student discussion group at Indiana University-Purdue University at Fort Wayne and ran an ad in the student newspaper. Spoke to
studentsin Dr. Mark Sheldon's philosophy class and Dr.George Washington' s philosophy class.

* Sent 350 |etters to the mainline ministers of Indianapolis on 1/26/81 inviting them to areview of The Urantia Book at the Indiana Interchurch Center (2/81). The half
dozen ministers who attended wanted loan books. Called on several university professors; some asked for loan books.

» Wrote "The Church: Problem or Potential 7' on 5/5/81. This paper which uses Urantia Book concepts has been presented at workshops in several churches.

» On 9/17/81 1 wrote a letter to the Spiritual Counterfeits Project magazine correcting errors in this fundamentalist review of The Urantia Book . The editor offered to
dialogue but failed to do so.

* In late 1981 we sent around 40 letters with pamphlet to local ministers stating that we would call for an appointment. Sixty percent did set up an appointment and almost
all wanted loan books.

* A donor offered to finance Urantia Book Research Grants for college studentsin late 1981. We decided against it, not liking the idea of paying people to read the book.
» We sent 83 letters with pamphlets and return cards on 1/9/82 to additional local mainline ministers. The return was minimal.
* Sent 90 letters with pamphlets and return cards for loan books on 1/15/82 to the Campus Ministers of the State of Indiana. The response was poor.

» On 5/28/82 | wrote "The Urantia Book and Christian Fundamentalism.” This paper attemptes to speak to The fundamentalist's reservations about readingThe Urantia
Book .

* "Qutreach Ministry" was written 5/31/82. It presents levels of ministry in sharing The Urantia Book with our Christian culture.

* "Principles of Ministry" was written 6/1/82. It presents spiritual principles of ministry to the church and society.

* "The Future Development of the Christian Faith" was written 8/1/82 and has been presented in several church workshops.

» On 1/7/83 | published a 29 page "Brief Summary of the Religions of the World." We need familiarity with and appreciation of al religious groups.

 Between 1983 and 1985 we sent 8,000 personal letters with pamphlet and return card to the ministersin the United Church of Christ. Four percent (over 300) asked for
loan books; around 90 purchased or were given books. A report of this project entitled "Mainline Clergy Response to The Urantia Book " was published in 1/1/1986 and in
aJourndl article (Fall, 1991) “Clergy Evaluate The Urantia Book “ The general response was positive.

* During this time we sent personal |etters with pamphlet to all of the United Methodist ministersin the State of Indiana.
* Sent personal letters with pamphlet to 1500 Fort Wayne Public School teachers with offer of aloan book. (1/84)
* Spoke to the Indiana-Purdue University Religious Forum on the topic “What is The Urantia Book?’ (11/7/84)

* Presented a paper at the national meeting of the American Academy of Religion in Anaheim, California entitled, “The Urantia Book and Religious Studies,” November
11, 1985.

» We sent 5,000 letters and a copy of "The URANTIA Book and Religious Studies’ on 4/30/86 to members of the American Philosophical Association asking if they
would be interested in participating in research onThe Urantia Book ? Around ten expressed interest in such research.

» Formed a Clergy Network of readers of The Urantia Book and published a Newsletter. (11/86)

* Sent |etter and poster to the Religion or Philosophy Departments at 2200 colleges and universities promoting “ The Christian Fellowship Prize in Religious Research.”
The research topic was: “Compare and Evaluate Jesus' Concept of the Kingdom of God in the Bible and The Urantia Book.” The first prize: $1000, second prize: $500,
third prize: $300, fourth through tenth prizes: $100. The project was dropped because of alack of interest. Only four papers were received. (9/87)

* On 9/10/87 | sent aletter and appropriate materials to the chairman of the Church and Ministry Committee of the Northeast Association of the Indiana-Kentucky
Conference of the United Church of Christ supporting the application of a minister for membership in the Association who was being questioned about hisinterest inThe
Urantia Book . The committee was favorably disposed to his membership in the association.

» On December 2, 1988 | was asked to give areview of The Urantia Book at the combined Sunday School at the Leo United Methodist Church. The response was positive
and around twelve books were sold.

 “The Gift of Revelation” was published in 1/9/90. This 22 page booklet was designed to help busy ministers and academics to get a reasonably accurate picture of the
cosmological, philosophical, and religious teachings of The Urantia Book in a reasonably short time.

» Thefirst issue of The Spiritual Fellowship Journal was published April 9, 1991. The Journal seeksto interface with mainline Christian clergy.

» Over the next several years copies of the Journal were sent to all ministersin the United Church of Christ, United Methodist ministers in the State of Indiana, the
Association of Unity Churches and ministersin the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). A modest number have subscribed to the Journal.

* In December of 1992 Spiritual Psychology, A Primer was published by Jemenon, Inc., P. O. Box 725, Wilmette, IL 60091. Spiritual Psychology presents the basic truths
of The Urantia Book in a brief and ssmplified form without any references to the book.

* In 1993, at the suggestion of the pastor of Grace St. John’s United Church of Christ, Dr. James N. Westpfahl, which we attend, | have been teaching the Explorers
Sunday School class on The Urantia Book. The class is composed of nine people who are leaders in the church and we have had great interest and excellent discussions. A
Urantia Book class was taught for awhile by Judy Smith, a member of our Urantia Society Study Group, at the Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Fort Wayne.

» The Program Committee of the United Church of Christ Northeast Association Pastor’s Circle asked me to present a program on The Urantia Book at our February 22,
1995 meeting. After giving an orientation on the origin, nature, and secondary works associated with The Urantia Book, | gave atalk on “Urantia Book Deviations from
Traditional Christian Theology.” The response was interesting and mildly positive with a couple of pastors expressing an interest in reading the Life and Teachings of
Jesus.

» After 40 years of interfacing with mainline Christian clergy, including sending The Spiritual Fellowship Journal to thousands of ministers from 1991 to 1997, itis
obvious that most of the leaders of the Christian Church have too much at stake to seriously examine and evaluate a new spiritual paradigm. It will probably be generations
before the Christian Church will recognize it.

Feb.27,1995

The Rev. Dr. Richard L. Hamm
P. 0. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Dear Dick:

Normally Irene and | would not have attended the 50th Anniversary of the Associated Churches of Fort Wayne-we have a study group which meets on Sunday evening-but
our pastor, Jm Westpfahl, and hiswife, Lois, purchased tickets for us and asked us to attend the meeting with them. We are delighted that circumstances worked out to
bring us to this meeting. | thought your historical analysis of the development and second de-establishment of mainline Christianity was brilliant and your spiritual vision
for the future was inspired and inspiring. Hopefully, copies of your talk will be available. | also sense that you are a key person God is using to restore the spiritual vitality
of mainline Christianity.

| would personally much prefer not to write this letter but feel led to do so. For many years | have been concerned about mainline Christianity and the relevancy of our
spiritual message. Asyou know, | have tried to introduce mainline clergy to The Urantia Book. After almost 40 years of critical and prayerful evaluation, | believe its
claim to be the Fifth Epochal Revelation is an authentic categorization of its content. | believe this not because the book makes such claim—I am turned off by any person
or book making revelatory claims—but because of the high, self-authenticating quality of its spiritual insights. It ismy conviction that it is the key to the renaissance of
mainline Christianity and that our planet is being prepared for its reception.

It is pivotally important that The Urantia Book receive critical theological evaluation. Many years ago our group of young United Church of Christ ministerstried to get
Dr. Robert Moss (Professor of New Testament at Lancaster Theological Seminary and then President of the United Church of Christ) interested in evaluating the book. Dr.
Moss did take the time to look as some of the Biblical referencesin the book and meeting with us said they were essentially in agreement with contemporary scholarship,
but he questioned the books historicity and did not wish to take the time to read its 2000 pages.

Later | tried to get Walter Brueggemann who at that time was at Eden Theological Seminary to examine the book. His response was "l don't even understand the Bible,
why should | spend the time to read a book like this?' A couple of years later after Martin Marty spoke at Lakeland College, | wrote him suggesting that he might like to
look at The Urantia Book. He wrote me a brief but courteous letter saying others had recommended the book to him. "I've taken afew running leaps at it," he remarked,
"put don't understand much of what | read." A year or so ago when he was in Fort Wayne at Plymouth Church | talked with him and he said he was impressed by the
quality of some of hisfriends, like Norman and Lyn Lear, who were students of the book.

In the mid 1980's | sent personal letters to around 8,000 United Church of Christ pastors offering to send them loan copies of the book if they were interested. Hundreds of
these ministers asked for |oan books and many expressed appreciation for its teachings. Stemming from this response, we formed a network of clergy who were interested
in using The Urantia Book as aresource in their preaching and teaching. Thisinterest also resulted in starting The Spiritual Fellowship Journal in 1991. This month our
Northeast Association Pastor's Circle Program Committee asked me to give areview of The Urantia Book for our program. | presented a paper entitled "Urantia Book
Deviations from Traditional Christian Theology," which | will enclose with some other materials. The program was received much more positively than | had anticipated.
New paradigms of Redlity in both science and religion take generations to achieve acceptability by the mainstream of society.

For almost two years at Dr. Westpfahl's suggestion (he has not read The Urantia Book) , | have been teaching a Sunday School class at Grace St. John's UCC on The
Urantia Book. Some of the key people of the church are members of the class and we have great discussions.One of the members of our Sunday evening study group also
teaches a class on The Urantia Book at the Altersgate United Methodist Church with similar results.

Over 250,000 copies of The Urantia Book have been sold since 1955 without mass publicity, simply one person telling another. Many of these people are solid church
members. It isimportant that this book receive critical theological evaluation. If the message of The Urantia Book is detrimental to the Christian faith, people should be
warned of its danger. In any case, the theological community should take a hard look at its theology and cosmology.

Dick, I am not implying that you should be directly involved in this evaluation. In my judgment, it would be unwise to do so; it would harm your ministry which | believe
isimportant to the church. What | am suggesting for your consideration is that it would be entirely proper for you to be concerned about the effect of The Urantia Book on
the church and with your rapport with theol ogians you might approach a courageous and balanced theol ogian with this concern and he, eventually, could involve
colleaguesin such an evaluation. | leave this suggestion with you confident that you are open to the guidance of the Spirit, and realizing that you may come to adecision
different than the one | might make in asimilar situation. Finally, | would invite you to read the 700 page Life and Teachings of Jesusin The Urantia Book smply as a
novel. It will, in al probability, enhance your appreciation of the singular importance of the life and teachings of Jesus.

Cordially and sincerely,

Meredith J. Sprunger

The Urantia Book as an acceptable resour ce.

We are now (10/97) directing the Journal to a new mission to: “Promote Theological, Philosophical, and Polity Discussions Germane to an Appropriate Symbolism and
Socioreligious Expression of the Fifth Epochal Revelation.”

New Religious I nstitutions

Although our outreach ministry to mainline Christian leaders has been positive, we are well aware that it takes generations to change a spiritual paradigm in religious
ingtitutions and culture. Nearly 40 years of experience has taught me that anything purporting to be new revelation is not within the boundaries of current theological-
ingtitutional respectability. Most ministers are afraid to seriously examine The Urantia Book. Thisis understandable as their whole lives are centered in the traditional
theological paradigm.

We will continue to interface with mainline Christian leaders, however, | think it is now timeto give priority to other audiences and alternatives in outreach ministry.
Historically, every major new religious paradigm has been carried to the culture, not by the leaders of traditional religion, but by laypersons. The most fruitful field for
outreach ministry is among laypersons, many of whom are hungering for alarger and more satisfying vision of spiritual Reality.

Many of uswho have our roots in the traditional Christian Church would love to see a renaissance and revitalization of the church by the Fifth Epochal Revelation. But a
realistic appraisal of institutional dynamics suggests that new religious institutions have the best chance of becoming the channel through which the message of The
Urantia Book is carried throughout the world. Richard Bain, one of my former students, has recently written an excellent article entitled, “A Urantia Church?’ in which he
observes that such an institution is not only desirable but that we are already on our way toward such religious institutions. “We may conjecture,” he says, “about where or
how a new religious organization will emerge as aresult of the Fifth Epochal Revelation, but the authors of The Urantia Book make it clear that something will emerge—
not if, but when!”

We are entering into a new era of outreach ministry. The solid core of the Urantia movement has come through tribulations with renewed dedication and balance. We have
come of age. Spiritual freedom and participatory democracy have taught us that there can be unity of purpose in the midst of intellectual and political diversity. The Fifth
Epochal Revelation will make its way and overcome any barriers placed in its way. We are standing at the threshold of “one of the most amazing and enthralling epochs of
social readjustment, moral quickening, and spiritual enlightenment” on our planet. The preliminary, orienting growth developments of the Urantia movement are till in
process,; however, the potential of an exciting outreach mission of the Fifth Epochal Revelation is challenging us. The Most Highs have prepared us and our planet for the
most thrilling vision of spiritual reality since Jesus of Nazareth walked on our world. This outreach mission will be many-faceted, pluralistic, and victorious!

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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Our Task
7/74 Revised 12/97

Oursisone of the most fascinating and yet one of the most difficult tasks on our planet. For we are the custodians of the greatest message ever given to
humankind, yet we must acquire the forbearance and wisdom to refrain from using indiscriminate and short-sighted methods of presenting this message to
our present day society. Some individuals and groups are more prepared than others to seriously examine the Fifth Epochal Revelation.

Our task as spiritual fellowships and study groups is to become living communities of the higher way of truth, beauty, and goodness that the searchers of
humanity may discover. We should endeavor to become the leaven that will eventually transform the people and religious institutions of the world. Our
mission is to become the channel through which individuals and religious groups can discover the Fifth Epochal Revelation under the most favorable
conditions. If we do our job well, the teachings of The Urantia Book will eventually permeate our entire world.

This patient but persistent role is exceedingly difficult. We have been conditioned to crash methods and programs in science and industry, and to movements
in religion designed “to save the world in this generation.” We need to remember that many of the major mistakes on our planet have been caused by
impatience and the use of short-cut methods, by ignoring the fundamental law of readiness which isthe key to all solid growth in the evolutionary universes.
Any attempt to hasten or retard this evolutionary process is doomed to defeat. We cannot “force the hand of God;” we can only realize individual, planetary,
or universe growth by co-operating with the methodology ordained by God.

Correlated with the law of readinessisthe law of self-determination. We enter the Kingdom of God and grow therein only when and as we hunger and strive
for truth, beauty, and goodness—God. Discovery, growth, wisdom—these achievements in the spiritual realm are not arbitrarily conferred on
individuals—they are the result of intense desire, diligent searching, and rigorous effort. All of these facts warn against the danger of using either the
pressure of present-day promotion techniques or the subtle motivational coercion of modern advertising. The only “hidden persuader” we dare rely on isthe
indwelling Adjuster who never violates the self-determining freedom of the human will.

Our purpose of sharing the great truths of The Urantia Book is best achieved by attraction rather than coercive promotion. If each of uswill faithfully strive
to practice, in al of our human affairs, the teachings of Jesus, then such living demonstrations will attract people to recognize the Fatherhood of God and the
brother/sisterhood of humankind and the discovery of the Fifth Epocha Revelation.

The quality of students of The Urantia Book is more important than the quantity of readers. We need to build solid foundations to withstand any and all
contingencies that might arise in the future. We should be aware of at least four potential inappropriate roles which may lure those who are inspired by the
Fifth Epochal Revelation.

1. The Enthusiast. When the first impact of the tremendous message of The Urantia Book grips a person, they are on fire to share this message with others.
This healthy impul se sometimes causes people to lose their normal sense of discretion, propriety, and wisdom. Over-enthusiasm triggers them to act out the
ancient observation: “Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” These well-meaning people need the understanding counsel and stability of more
experienced members of the Fellowship to help them over this period of impetuousness. Most of them after a little experience will settle down and acquire
more appropriate and effective ways of witnessing to their faith.

2. The Jilted Suitor. Many people using the best judgment available to them will introduce The Urantia Book prematurely to areligious group or
institution. As aresult they will experience various degrees of regjection by this group. All too often such an individual will react in kind. He or she rgects
the group and ceases to attend their meetings. This only causes greater animosity and erects more impregnable barriers to the recognition of the truth and
potential of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. If you should misjudge the readiness of a group for introduction to The Urantia Book, do not be surprised or
visibly disturbed by this rejection. In humility and love try to understand such people and continue your fellowship with them on the level of their religious
comprehension. If you do find it wise to server relations with such agroup, do it gradually and unobtrusively, and continue to love these people as
individuals.

3. The Messianic Aspirant. Occasionally we are going to attract people with a messianic complex. They genuinely feel that God has laid upon them the
burden of “saving humankind.” Such delusions of grandeur cause such people to become some of the most difficult and potentially disruptive personalities
in any religious movement. To the degree that such individuals are in touch with reality, every effort should be made to impress them with the fact that the
salvation of humankind is a many-fold and evolutionary divine ministry extending over centuries. There are no indispensable human ministers and any one
who has too great a sense of importance loses their usefulness to do important things in the Kingdom of God. Indeed, the excessive prominence of
individuals in any religious group is usually unhealthy and a potential source of evil. Genuine humility and spontaneous self-forgetful ness coupled with a
deep desire to serve our fellows are central qualities required of all who would be used most fully and constructively in spiritual ministry.

4. The Frustrated Server. How many of us periodically or continually stand here! We have a deep longing to serve and share the great truths and reality
orientation of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. But the mundane channels through which we serve leave us longing to be used more effectively and completely.
We see the tremendous possibilities of the teachings of The Urantia Book to transform society and we are faced with the reality of the incremental nature of
the evolutionary process. in addition to realizing the unchangeabl e nature of evolutionary methodology, the greatest deterrent to unwise action isfound in
establishing a channel of service where we can pour out our energy in creative activity. This service should be satisfying and fulfilling in itself aswell as
laying foundations for spiritual growth.

Our basic problem isto condition our emotions so that we identify ourselves with the evolutionary process. Thisreality centeredness will help us avoid
activity that violates or ignores the fundamental laws of readiness and self-determination. As we maintain our sense of historical perspective, we see that the
Fifth Epochal Revelation is making its way in the world more rapidly than previous epochal revelations. Thereis agreat spiritual hunger and expectancy
throughout the world. It is generally recognized that the old religious forms and concepts are inadequate for our age. Creative thinking has almost died out in
the theological world; forms, techniques, and institutional developments are stressed in an attempt to fill the aching void.

The Most Highs are preparing our planet in aremarkable way for the advent of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. Aswe evolve study groups and small religious
groups, the teachings of The Urantia Book are slowly making their way in our culture. The fields are indeed “ growing white for the harvest.” Our world is
gradually preparing itself for the time when the storms of dogmatism and the fog of sectarianism are swept away by the fresh winds of searching minds and
hungry souls enabling the sun of an enlarged revelation of spiritual reality to bring new light, warmth, and hope to humankind.

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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L eavening Our Religious Heritage
11/77 Revised 12/97

One of the greatest needs of contemporary society isto be inspired by afresh and enlarged spiritual vision that will stimulate humankind to new spiritual
growth. Such advancesin spiritual enlightenment in the past have been initiated by pioneering personalities or were inspired by the vision of prophetic
books.

It is my considered opinion, confirmed by more than forty years of critical thought and experience, that we have in The Urantia Book such an epoch-making
book. Like a mountain peak rising above the slumbering potentials of our contemporary scene, the book catches and reflects the light that signals the dawn
of anew spiritual era. It is destined to introduce unprecedented creative thought and action in the field of religion that will transform our entire society.

The Urantia Book purports to be the Fifth Epochal Revelation, the first major divine revelation since the coming of Christ Jesus to our planet. Such aclaim
surely will put a knowledgeable and responsible person on guard. Almost every generation produces a number of people who pose as the bearers of a“new
revelation.” What is surprising about The Urantia Book is that it has amost nothing in common with radical and fanatical movements. It does not advocate a
new religion. Its viewpoint builds upon the religious heritage of the past and present; yet, it is fresh, expansive, and profound.

The superior quality of the philosophical-religiousinsights of The Urantia Book is clear to anyone of discriminating mind who reads it. After ajudicious and
reflective reading of the book, one isimpressed by the power of its own authenticity. It is as book, however, which cannot be adequately evaluated until one
grasps its comprehensive universe cosmology—its total religious picture. Just as students of the life of Jesus recognize the superlative quality of his
character even though they may reject his divinity, so humankind will eventually recognize the unparalleled quality of theinsights of The Urantia
Book—even though they may not accept as a new revelation.

Revelatory authenticity, however, is a secondary consideration. The basic challenge posed by this stimulating book is pragmatic. Does it have something
creative and constructive to contribute to our modern religious-philosophic outlook? There is little question but that it can and will make a significant
contribution to our religious thinking. Evaluated on the basis of spiritual insight, philosophic coherence, and reality-centeredness, it presents the finest world
view of religion and spiritual reality available to our contemporary society. It will profoundly impress those who are interested in progressive philosophical
and religious thinking that has the potential of molding world destiny.

A Holistic Philosophical Orientation

The exceptional philosophical-religious qualities of The Urantia Book include an integrated and masterful concept of reality. The gap between monistic and
pluralistic metaphysical conceptsis bridged. Mechanistic and vitalistic interpretations of natural phenomena are integrated. Science and religion are seen as
aspects of alarger unity. Concepts of deity ranging from that of a personal Universal Father to an impersonal absolute are so well unified that the holistic
picture is harmonious. Both unitarian and trinitarian views are enhanced. These and other philosophical-religious diversities are integrated in such away as
to augment the essential truths in each of these positions.

A marvelously organized astronomical universe is projected which includes millions of inhabited planetsin all stages of physical, mental, and spiritua
evolution. The book contains what is probably the most realistic and inclusive material-mindal-spiritual cosmology in the entire field of philosophy and
religion.

Moreover, The Urantia Book presents an eminently reasonable picture of the conditions and nature of immortality. Survival is seen as dependent on the
spiritual reality status of the individual—the result of the free choice motivation and decisions of the person toward truth, beauty, and goodness (God) as he
or she sincerely understands these values. Nevertheless, evil, sin, and judgment are stern and sober realities in the universe. The interrelationships of body,
mind, soul, and spirit are treated with much insight and originality. The central challenge to each person is to make a balanced effort to achieve God-
consciousness. Growth toward spiritual perfection is presented as the fundamental motivation of life. This growth is evolutionary, culminating, and virtually
endless.

The Urantia Book also presents a superior understanding of planetary history, dynamics, and destiny. Evolution is seen as the key modus operandi of our
planet. It integrates the mechanisms of the physical universe with the purposes of mind and spirit “over-control.” An excellent summary of the devel opment
of religion and the growth of civilization is given with admirable conciseness and insight. The book’ s penetrating analysis or religion, culture, and the family
isof exceptional quality. Its basic philosophy of the various forms of energy isthat matter is ultimately subject to mind, and that mind is eventually
controlled by spirit.

The last section of The Urantia Book contains an extended version of the life and teachings of Jesus which is unsurpassed in theistic philosophical
reasonableness, spiritual insight, and personality appeal. This superb presentation of the life and teaching of Jesus brings life to the sketchy New Testament
story and with it anew authenticity. It is basically acceptable to al religions, emphasizing the religion of Jesus which is unifying as opposed to the religion
about Jesus which tends to be divisive.

A Resource Not an | mper ative

Although the message of The Urantia Book is solidly rooted in the perennial philosophy and experience of the past, it does present an enlarged view of the
universe and God. Religious institutions usually find expanded knowledge and insight difficult to assimilate. Light can blind as well as guide. Truth whichis
presented prematurely brings frustration and rejection. The Urantia Book, therefore, may be disturbing to some people even though it is supportive and
positive toward all people and all human efforts in the search for truth and spiritual understanding.

People are receptive to progressive spiritual values long before they are prepared to understand the origin and implications of these truths. Religious |eaders,
therefore, might best stimulate spiritual growth by translating the insights they discover in The Urantia Book into the idiom and reference frame of the
people they serve. Many of us have already learned how to do thisin transcribing religious and spiritual insights acquired in seminary and further graduate
study to the person in the pew.

Even though The Urantia Book is among the most significant sources of spiritual guidance available to contemporary society, it isnot an end in itself; nor is
It anecessary means of spiritual enlightenment. Its potentials for individual and social growth, however, are so great it should be highly recommended to all
who are interested in the creative possibilities of a spiritual renaissance in our society. Its message is balanced and profound. Its approach is open and
benign. There are no threats or coercions to “believe.” It seeks to work in and through the evolutionary process and within the social institutions of our
world.

During the years since its publication by the Urantia Foundation, 533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago, IL 60614 in 1955 this 2097 page book is being
discovered by steadily increasing numbers of people. The overwhel ming consensus among those who have read The Urantia Book isthat it is destined for
universal recognition on our planet.

The kingdom or family of God that was the focus of the teachings of Jesusis an invisible and spiritual fellowship that is destined to become aliving
organism transcending social institutions. Contemporary religious institutions serve as useful sources of religious ministration in our society. No doubt other
religious groups will originate from the inspiration of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. The teachings of The Urantia Book are destined to support, enlighten,
and strengthen all religious institutions toward the fulfillment of their unique potentials in ministering to the spiritual needs of humankind. In the agesto
comeit will serve as an ecumenical leavening influence to the great and many-faceted religious heritage of our world.

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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The Origin of The Urantia Book
4/79 Revised 12/97

Y ears of experience reveal that the first thing people wish to know about The Urantia Book is who wrote it. What are the circumstances of its origin? It does little good to
tell them the book should be judged by its content, not by claims of authorship. Because of the conditioning of our culture, we are naturally inclined to depend on sources
and authority when evaluating publications. Religious literature, in particular, is appraised in this way.

The authenticity of individuals, religious groups, or literature which claim revelatory authority is always open to question. Authority is never a philosophical criterion of
truth. There are only two ways this question can be approached with credibility. First, a personal judgment can be made based on the quality of the material being
evaluated. The other way revelatory authenticity is established is by the judgment of society over years of historical experience. Social tradition is an especially powerful
influence. Even when biblical scholars like Rudolf Bultmann declare that our reliable historical knowledge is so meager that “We can know almost nothing concerning the
life and personality of Jesus,” few people are troubled by such statements. Our historical experience has socially validated the quality of the New Testament story of the
life and teachings of Jesus.

There are, presently, no social traditions associated with The Urantia Book. It must be analyzed and evaluated on the quality of its content. Although they have little
relevance in determining the quality of The Urantia Book, there are two sources of information regarding its origin.

The Author’s Account

Thefirst account of the origin of The Urantia Book lies within its own pages. We are told the papers were authorized by high deity authorities and written by numerous
supermortal personalities. These papers are designated as the Fifth Epochal Revelation to our planet, Urantia. Dated from 1934 A. D., the five epochal revelations are: (1)
Dalamatia—500,000 years ago; (2) Adam and Eve—37,848 years ago; (3) Melchizedek—1980 B. C.; (4) Jesus—7 B. C.; and The Urantia Book—1934-35 A. D.

The authors (revelators) acknowledge the difficulty of portraying the realities of eternity in the language of time. We are told sever limitations were placed on the
knowledge they were permitted to share with us. They explain that all time-space revelation is partial and incomplete, needing to be periodically upstepped in the process
of planetary development.

In general terms the authors discuss the problems they encountered communicating between their spiritual level of universe reality and our material level of mortal
existence. They reveal that they made contact through the Thought Adjuster (indwelling spirit of God) of a particular human being on our world. We are assured, however,
that this Thought Adjuster’s communication technique is not related to “ spiritualism,” “mediumship,” or “channeling.” Specific details are not discussed. Further
information can be found in The Urantia Book on the following pages: 1:1-4; 16: 7; 17: 1-2; 32: 1; 33: 3; 215: 2-9; 865: 1, 5, 6; 1007: 1-7; 1008: 2; 1109: 2-8; 1110: 1-13;
1111: 1-4; 1208: 6; 1209: 0; 1258: 1; and 1343: 1-3.

The Human Story

The second source of information relating to the origin of The Urantia Book is the human side of the story. Following my discovery of the book in December of 1955 and
after introducing it to some of my clerical friends, we spent years researching the human side of the origin of the book. The following information summarizes our findings.

We quickly discovered the papers were received by a small group of peoplein Chicago. Their leader as Dr. William S. Sadler. Dr. Sadler was a highly respected
psychiatrist who taught at the Post-graduate School of Medicine at Chicago University. For amost thirty years he was also alecturer in Pastoral Counseling at McCormick
Theological Seminary.

Dr. Sadler told me that in the mid 1920’ s a group of people from all walks of life met at the Sadler residence to discuss psychological and medical topics. This group was
known as the Forum. Through a series of events in this discussion group, communications were established through the Contact Commission between the revelators and
members of the Forum. Much later, Forum members established Urantia Foundation and published The Urantia Book.

Dr. Sadler candidly discussed any question we asked him, but he would not talk about two things: the name of the individual whose Thought Adjuster was used in the
materialization of the Urantia papers and the unique way in which the papers appeared. Dr. Sadler said they were asked to take vows of secrecy regarding these two
subjects. When | asked why these restrictions were imposed upon them, he gave me the following reasons:

1. * The main reason for not revealing the identity of the contact personality is that the revelators do not want any human being—any human name—ever to be associated
with The Urantia Book. They want this revelation to stand on its own declarations and teachings. They are determined that future generations shall have the book wholly
free of all mortal connections—they do not want a &. Peter, S. Paul, Luther, Calvin, or Wesley. The book does not even bear the name or any mark of the printer who
brought the book into being.”

2. “ There is much about the appearance of the Urantia papers which no human being fully under stands. No one really knows just how this phenomenon was executed.
There are numerous missing links in the story of how this revelation came to appear in written English. If anyone should tell all he really knows about this technique and
the methods employed in getting this revelation, such a narration would satisfy no one, there are too many missing links.”

Our group of ministers discovered a possible reference to the individual somehow involved in the materialization of The Urantia Book . It isfound in the appendix of
Sadler’ s book, The Mind at Mischief, published in 1929. He says, “ Eighteen years of study and careful investigation have failed to reveal the psychic origin of these
messages. | find myself at the present time just where | was when | started. Psychoanalysis, hypnotism, and intensive comparison fail to show that the written or spoken
messages of thisindividual have origin in his own mind. Much of the material secured through this subject is quite contrary to his habit of thought, to the way in which he
has been taught, and to his entire philosophy. In fact, of much that we have secured, we have failed to find anything of its nature in existence. Its philosophic content is
quite new, and we are unable to find where very much of it has ever found human expression.” (p. 383)

During Dr. Sadler’ s investigation of this phenomenon, he consulted men like Howard Thurston, the renowned dlight-of-hand artist who devoted considerable time to
exposing fraudulent mediums and psychics. He also conferred with Sir Hubert Wilkens, the noted scientist and explorer involved in investigating psychic phenomena.
They all agreed that the phenomena connected with thisindividual could not be classified with other types of psychic phenomena such as automatic writing, telepathy,
clairvoyance, trances, spirit mediumship, channeling, or split personality.

On May 7, 1958 our group of ministers met with Dr. Sadler to discuss the origin of The Urantia Book. He gave us a paper listing every imaginable form of subconscious
mind or psychic activity. At the bottom of the outline anote said: “ The technique of the reception of The Urantia Book in English in no way parallels or impinges upon
any of the above phenomena of the marginal consciousness.” He went on to tell us that so nearly as he could determine, the appearance of Urantia papers was associated
with some form of superconscious mind activity. On numerous occasions Dr. Sadler told me that he did not know how the materialization was accomplished. He said that
almost everything known about the origin of The Urantia Book is found in various places in the book.

In 1939 the revelators requested that the leaders of the Forum ask for volunteers who would meet each Wednesday evening to seriously and systematically study the
Urantia papers. Seventy persons volunteered and they became known as “The Seventy.” The Seventy were trained by directives from the revelators and their own leaders
up to the time of the publication of The Urantia Book. Special emphasis was placed on the evolutionary process involved in the acceptance of new truth. The danger of
using broadcast, indiscriminate, or revolutionary methods in presenting the message of The Urantia Book was stressed.

In preparation for the publication of The Urantia Book, Dr. Sadler and Bill Sadler wrote an introduction. At a contact session they were told that although they meant well,
this was not acceptable—"a candle can hardly illuminate the sun.” At the proper time, they were assured, an introduction would be given. When they received the
Foreword, Dr. Sadler observed that they fully realized the inadequacy of their own introduction.

They were, however, given permission to compose a “ Table of Contents” for the book. Bill Sadler compiled the titles, the section headings, and in various parts of the
book outlined some of the material, thus making up the “Table of contents.” Dr. Sadler and other members of the Contact Commission assured me that no human being
wrote any of the book. Oneindividual, not a member of the Contact Commission, who made suggestionsto “improve’ one of the papers was vigorously informed that no
human additions to the book would be alowed. Every precaution was made to publish the message of the text just as the revelators had given it.

After many years of study, they were given permission to publish the book. They were told that although many people would welcome this enlarged presentation of
spiritual truth, the population as awhole was not ready for it. The Fifth Epochal Revelation was given as an evolutionary phenomenon which would slowly take root in our
society. An early publication of the book was given, they explained, so that |eaders and teachers could be trained and people of means could be found to fund trans ations
into other languages. The cost of the first printing was $75,000. This money was raised by voluntary contributions from members of the Forum.

The Urantia Foundation was established as a nonprofit organization in 1950. The Urantia Book was published under international copyright October 12, 1955. The Urantia
Brotherhood was organized in 1955 as an ecumenical fellowship for studying and disseminating the teachings of The Urantia Book. The name “Urantia Brotherhood” was
officially changed to “ The Fellowship” (for readers of The Urantia Book) in 1991. The Fellowship office islocated at 529 Writewood Ave., Chicago, IL 60614.

Judge by Content

The events associated with the origin of The Urantia Book have nothing to do with its verification of truth or spiritual quality. Thisyou must judge by its contents and the
spiritual fruit it produces. The message of The Urantia Book has amazing self-authentication and historical-philosophical consistency. But, in the final analysis, the
indwelling spirit of God is the ultimate reality which must evaluate its message.

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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The Urantia Book and Our Christian Heritage
4/16/80

Rarely does one find a book on theology or religion which has the potential of changing the conceptual patterns of our culture. Over twenty years ago a
small group of United Church of Christ ministers discovered a stimulating volume entitled The Urantia Book. Urantia Foundation published this book in
1955.

Since that time other clergymen and tens of thousands of laypersons have become interested in this unusual book. The overwhelming consensusisthat it
will receive universal recognition. This challenging book is a fascinating document for personal spiritual growth and intellectual development. It may
become the most important source of information revitalizing the church and restructuring theology since the Reformation.

The growing number of ministers and religious leaders discovering the book are surprised that a publication of this spiritual quality and potential has
remained virtually unknown for over twenty-five years. A partial answer is because the publishers have not promoted it. They believe that the low key
evolutionary process of person to person introductions is the wisest method of acquainting people with the book. In addition, there are three mgjor factors
which have discouraged clergymen and other Christian leaders from a serious evaluation of its message:

1. It comes from a source that is not known and trusted by religious and theological groups.
2. Itisalarge book (2,097 pages) and some sections can be difficult to read.
3. It clams to be new revelation and understandably causes suspicion, if not fear or hostility.

Hopefully, we have left those days of cultural naivete when claim or authority are regarded as a criterion of truth. Revelatory authenticity is a secondary
consideration. The primary challenge posed by The Urantia Book is pragmatic. Does it have something creative and constructive to contribute to our modern
philosophic-religious outlook? Evaluated on the basis of spiritual insight, philosophical coherence, and reality-centeredness, it presents, in the judgment of
thousands of people who have critically examined it, the finest world view of religion available to contemporary society.

The Urantia Book, like any other book on religion, should be read critically but with an open, spirit-guided mind. It is not, and should not be seen as, a
challenge to the Canonical literature of the church. Canonical literature, including the Bible, is the result of divine initiative and guidance that has been
tested by centuries of experience and wisdom in the church. The Urantia Book , like all other contemporary literature, can only serve as an adjunct to the
scriptural sources of faith in the church. Y ou will find that it supports an enlightened Biblical approach to religion. Most people have a greater appreciation
of the Bible as aresult of reading The Urantia Book. Although individuals may determine the personal value of the book in arelatively short time, its worth
and place in the church can only be determined by generations, if not centuries, of experience.

An Integrated Universe

The Urantia Book presents an integrated, holistic view of the universe. It combines the best traditional concepts of God with the most meaningful present
day concepts (Tillich, Teilhard de Chardin, Whitehead) into a uniquely coherent system.

A hierarchical, structured astronomical universe, teaming with millions of inhabited planets, is paralleled by a similar spiritual cosmology. The book
presents a superior understanding of our planetary history, dynamics, and destiny. Evolution functions as the key physical and spiritual modus operandi of
the universe. The mechanisms of the physical universe are integrated with the purposes of mind and spirit overcontrol. An excellent summary of the
development of religion and the growth of civilization is given with conciseness and insight. The authors penetrating analysis of religion, culture, and the
family is of exceptiona quality.

The last section of The Urantia Book contains an extended version of the life and teachings of Jesus. This inspiring presentation of the bestowal mission of
Jesus to our world brings life and authenticity to the sketchy New Testament story. Its teachings are basically acceptable to all religions. They emphasize the
religion of Jesus which is unifying rather than the religion about Jesus which tends to be divisive. The central challenge of contemporary human beingsisto
make a balanced effort to achieve God-consciousness. Growth toward perfection (God) is seen as the fundamental motivation of life. Thisgrowth is
evolutionary, culminating, and virtually endless.

A Resource not an I mper ative

Although the message of The Urantia Book is solidly rooted in the perennial philosophy and religious experience of the past, it does present an enlarged
view of the universe and God. Religious institutions usually find expanded knowledge and insight difficult to assimilate. Light can blind as well as guide.
Truth that is presented prematurely brings frustration and rejection. The Urantia Book, therefore, may be disturbing to some people even though it is
supportive and positive toward all people and all human effortsin the search for truth and spiritual understanding.

The Urantia Book is among the most significant sources of spiritual guidance available to present day society, but it isnot an end initself, nor isit a
necessary means to spiritual enlightenment. Its potentials for individual and social growth, however, are so great it should be highly recommended to all who
are interested in the creative possibilities of a spiritual renaissance in our society. Its message is balanced and profound. Its approach is open and benign.
There are no threats or coercions to “believe.” It seeksto work in and through the evolutionary process and within the social institutions of our world.

The Urantia Book strives to stimulate the spiritual regeneration and evolutionary advancement of all humankind. It points out that the kingdom of God is an
invisible spiritual fellowship that is destined to become aliving organism transcending social institutions. The authors of the book seek to encourage and
strengthen all religious institutions toward the fulfillment of their unique potentials in ministering to the spiritual needs of humanity.

How Can The Urantia Book Contributeto Our Christian Heritage?
There are three basic reasons for ministers and Christian leaders to take the time to read The Urantia Book .

1. The book is being discovered by thousands of people at an increasing rate. Y ou may find it helpful to having a working knowledge of the
guality and scope of its message.

2. In the judgment of many ministers and Christian leaders, the book contains the greatest stimulus to spiritual growth in contemporary
literature.Y ou may wish to examine the basis for this opinion.

3. You may be a searcher for philosophical and religious truth. If so, you are aware of the limitations of our historic philosophic-religious
resources. You will find The Urantia Book one of the most enlightening sources of spiritual truth you have ever read.

Hopefully, these reasons will motivate you to read this book. Through its pages you will discover new aspects of reality and deeper insightsinto living
spiritual truth that will enhance your work and daily living. The Urantia Book has a wealth of resource information and insight to help solve problemsin our
complex society. It presents the highest principles of judicious thinking and healthful living. Its message emphasi zes balance and maturity while teaching
respect for established traditions, laws, and usages. The spiritual universe is so realistically and authentically portrayed, it can be instrumental in lifting one’'s
lifeto anew level of spiritual effectiveness.

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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Spiritual Perspectivesfor a New Age
2/83 Revised 1/98

We are living in one of the great pivotal periods of history. Society has undergone more change in the last one hundred years than the world has experienced
in the previous two thousand. Information is exploding. Some fields of knowledge are doubling every every five to ten years. Ninety percent of the scientists
who have ever lived are living in our times. We are unlocking the secrets of the microcosm and beginning to travel in outer space. During this century we
have evolved a new physics, a new astronomy, a new psychology, and the beginnings of a new philosophical age.

Our planetary lifeis changing so fast contemporary society is experiencing future shock.Thereis a sense of alienation from our traditional cultural values.
Our relation to life has become ambiguous. There is a pervasive intuitive feeling of meaninglessnessin the civilization of the twentieth century. We have lost
our spiritual orientation. The great religious systems of the past no longer command the total commitment of humanity or fulfill their ultimate needs. We are
passing through a collective psychologica and spiritual reorientation equivalent in magnitude to the emergence of Christianity from the ruins of the Greco-
Roman civilization.

Humanity is Sear ching

A form of searching underlies the erosion of institutional religion in our day. The deterioration of the credibility of traditional social, economic, political,
and moral values among our most perceptive youth is building a hunger for a new spiritual vision. The growing lack of relevance elicited by ancient spiritual
frames of reference which have their roots in prescientific thought and culture has triggered an explosion of cults, new religions, and psychomystical
movements.

Just asin past philosophical-cultural transitions,there is a proliferation of phenomena and movements. In this so called “Age of Aquarius’ we have
thousands of gurus, astrologers, Tarot Card readers, numerologists, and prophets of every sort. Millions of people are pursuing ESP, psychic Phenomena,
Zen,Y oga, | Ching, Theosophy, Spiritualism, Scientology, Transcendental Meditation, UFO’s, and mind altering drugs. Among the dozens of new sects
which have sprung up are The Unification Church, The Divine Light Mission, The International Society of Krishna Consciousness, The Children of God,
The Way International, and many others.

A New Vision of Reality

Thereisasearch for spiritual reality today that is unprecedented in modern times. What is the meaning of all thisyearning for spiritual verities? If we can
learn from history, it means that God is at work in our world preparing us for a new spiritual age. Many influences are at work training us for creative
approaches to the future. We should like to invite your attention to a book that will play akey rolein initiating this new spiritual age. It is The Urantia Book
published in 1955 by the Urantia Foundation in Chicago, Illinois. The Urantia Book is one of the most promising sources of creative thought in philosophy,
religion, and culture in our contemporary world. Thisinspiring book has sold over 300,000 copies. The overwhelming consensus among those who have
read the book isthat it will receive universal recognition.

In its 2,097 pages The Urantia Book presents an integrated picture of the universe which has extremely broad ramifications. The book’s observations and
insights regarding the arts and sciences have problem solving implications. Its overarching grasp of the dynamics of civilization and culture shed wisdom in
almost every area of human endeavor.

Pioneering Contemporary Scholars

Modern day scientists, philosophers, and theologians have tried to accommodate our growing understanding of reality with traditional ways of looking at the
universe. The factual world of scientific knowledge can no longer be explained or understood by the scientific theories that seemed adequate only afew
years ago. London University physicist, David Bohm, sees reality in arelational wholeness. Our world of experience, he believes, hasits roots in a deeper
level of reality which he views as a holographic universe. In similar manner, Carl Sagan in his book, Cosmos, attempts to update our knowledge of physical
phenomena and expand our conceptualization of the universe in which we live.

Paul Tillich, one of the most widely read theologians of the mid-twentieth century, tries to restructure the way we perceive spiritual reality. His description
of God as the inescapable “ground of being” adds a new dimension to the religious aspect of life. The British mathematician and philosopher, Alfred North
Whitehead, enlarges our traditional Deity conceptsin hisview of the primordial and the consequent natures of God that have been amplified by Process
Theology into one of the major theological developments of the twentieth century. Buckminster Fuller, one of the most creative minds of our generation,
sees God functioning in the evolutionary process of the world.

Harvard psychologist, Henry A. Murray, observes the distress, confusion, and alienation experienced by so many members of our contemporary society. He,
along with the Swiss psychiatrist, Carl Jung, believes the root cause of this dispirited condition of modern people is an inadequate religious orientation to
life. Dr. Murray conjectures that we need a new universe mythology, avision of ultimates, that will “claim the head and heart” of twentieth century society.
British authors, C. S. Lewisand J. R. R. Tolkein, recognize this same need and in their writings have attempted to prepare our minds for such an enlarged
and inspiring vision of spiritual redlity.

A Bold New Spiritual Paradigm

The Urantia Book integrates and structures all of these contemporary prophetic viewsin a unique holistic cosmos. It is a present-day universe perspective
integrating science, philosophy, and religion. The book is divided into four parts. The first section describes the nature of Ultimate Reality and the
astronomical or cosmological nature and organization of the universe. This pictureis essentially in harmony with our present astronomical knowledge and
parallels the Swedish astronomer Charlier’ s concept of a hierarchical universe.

The second section of The Urantia Book relates to our local galaxy or local universe and its interrelationships where the loving and effective ministry of
Christ Michael isthe central universe reality through which everything else finds meaning and purpose.

The third section of The Urantia Book narrates the story of the origin and development of our world whose universe name, we aretold, is“Urantia.” The
interesting material in this account coincides with the best of our scientific and historical knowledge.

The fourth section of The Urantia Book contains a 774 page version of the life and teachings of Jesus which is solidly rooted in the historical New
Testament story. This superb presentation of the life of Jesus brings vibrant coherence to the sketchy New Testament picture and with it a new authenticity.
It is basically acceptableto all religions, emphasizing the unifying religion of Jesus rather than the divisive theol ogies about Jesus.

A Holistic Univer se Per spective

A more detailed description of the different sections of The Urantia Book may be helpful. Part |, The Central and Superuniverses, and Part |1, The Local
Universe, would be philosophically classified as metaphysical in nature. That is, these sections portray the ultimate nature of things. The Urantia Book
presents an integrated and masterful view of Ultimate Reality. Concepts of Deity, ranging from a persona Universal Father to impersonal Absolutes, are so
well unified the holistic picture is maintained. The nature and attributes of God are discussed as they relate to the universe and to the individual. The Trinity
Is conceptualized with greater intellectual and spiritual clarity than any other description in theological literature. The material and gravitational center of the
universethe Isle of Paradise, isreferred to as the nuclear source of all energy, matter, life, and personality. A marvelously organized hierarchical universeis
described that includes trillions of inhabited planetsin al stages of physical, mental, and spiritual evolution. Mechanistic and vitalistic interpretations of
natural phenomena are integrated. Science, philosophy, and religion are seen as partial aspects of alarger integrated universe.

The Urantia Book presents one of the most realistic and inclusive material-mindal-spiritual cosmologiesin entire field of philosophy and religion. It portrays
an eminently reasonable picture of the conditions and nature of immortality. Survival depends on the spiritual reality status of the individual. This, in turn, is
determined by the free will decisions of the individual toward God, by our loyalty to truth, beauty, and goodness as these values are sincerely understood.
Nevertheless, evil, sin, and judgment are stern and sober realitiesin the universe. Itsintriguing picture of life after death, an area that theologians refer to as
eschatology, is not only appealing to rational intelligence but has the ring of authentic spiritual reality. The interrelationships of body, mind, soul, and spirit
are treated with insight and originality. The central challenge to human beings involves making a balanced and sane effort to achieve God-consciousness.
Growth toward perfection is seen as the fundamental motivation of human life. This growth is evolutionary, culminating, and virtually endless.

A Relevant View of Our World

Eric Fromm observes that our technological civilization is experiencing arevolution of hope. The editorial board of World Perspectives declares that we are
in the process of developing a new consciousness. There is an ecumenical power of mind and heart enabling people to recreate their life and become aware
of this divine destiny. The American psychologist, Abraham Maslow, has directed our attention to the importance of “meta-needs’ or “Being Values’ which
constitute the spiritual foundations of human nature. The Italian psychiatrist, Roberto Assagioli, speaks of the basic significance of transpersonal qualities
and the Spirit Center of human consciousness. The Jewish philosopher, Martin Buber, calls contemporary humanity to rediscover the al important “|-Thou”
relationship of life. Humanistic Psychology and Holistic Medicine see human nature as an integration of body, mind, and spirit that is distinctively shaped
by the higher human values. The writings of the French priest, Teillhard deChardin, discover and illuminate the hand of God in the entire evolutionary
process. Teilhard believes we have entered the greatest period of change the world has ever known. Humanity, he says, is moving toward the “Omega Point”
of mental-spiritual awareness.

British churchmen, Leslie D. Weatherhead and John A. T. Robinson, have eloquently described the decadent theol ogical formulations of current day
Christianity that have their roots in the prescientific thinking of the Middle Ages. It istime, they tell us, for a new spiritual renaissance. The American
Academy of Political and Social Science, in one volume of their Annals have documented the radical changes that have taken place in American religion
since the 1960’ s. Public opinion research scientist, Daniel Yankelovich, saysthere is aform of searching underlying all of American life today. And George
Gallop reportsin atalk at Princeton Theological Seminary that “ Americans today appear to be on a spiritual quest of major proportions...the final two
decades of this century could, in fact, represent a unique chapter in the history of religion in the United States.”

Part I11 of The Urantia Book, The History of Urantia, confirms, summarizes, and builds upon these and many other contemporary concerns and
developments. It describes the origin and evolution of events on our planet. In addition to human biological evolution, it traces the development of
civilization, culture, government, religion, the family, and other social institutions. The Urantia Book exhibits a superior understanding of planetary history,
dynamics, and destiny.

The section discussing marriage and the family has arich and realistic historical appreciation of the relationships of men and women. It has a balanced
assessment of the contributions of both nature and nurture in shaping human life. Papers dealing with the nature and function of religion, the purpose and
practice of prayer and worship, and the place of personal and institutional religion in life and society are among the best discussions of these subjectsin
print. Chapters that describe the loving nurture of the indwelling Spirit of God are of exceptional quality. They parallel the world' s finest insights derived
from afirst hand experience of God found in devotional literature.

The Life and Teachings of Jesus

Part IV of The Urantia Book, The Life and Teachings of Jesus, while faithfully confirming the gospel story in the Bible, enlarges and enhances our
knowledge about the mission of Jesus to our world. This expanded version of the life and teachings of Jesus has a universal appeal. Even when it isviewed
only as a historical novel, it is unsurpassed in theistic philosophical reasonableness, spiritual insight, and personality appeal.

Thislife of Jesus not only fillsin the “hidden years’ from twelve to thirty, but also describes his pre-bestowal and post-bestowal experience. The Urantia
Book integrates, enhances, and completes the Biblical story. It confirms the symbolic closing statement of the Gospel of John, “There are also many other
things which Jesus did; were every one of them to be written, | suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.”

In its biography of Jesus, The Urantia Book gives a thorough account of Jesus' life. The authors narrate his engaging childhood experiences and the events
in his heroic struggle as a teen-age youth to overcome family adversity. They tell of his travels and adventures whereby he gained a thorough knowledge and
complete understanding of human existence. The revelators depict fascinating vignettes of his personal ministry and thrilling episodes of his public ministry.

Y ou will enjoy reading this captivating story in its entirety. For those who have Christian backgrounds, this may be the best place to start reading The
Urantia Book. You will find that The Urantia Book will give you a greater understanding and appreciation of the Bible.

The Question of Origin

Probably the most difficult question to answer about The Urantia Book is “Who wrote it?’ It claims to be written by supermortal beings as a special
revelation to our world. It purports to be the first major divine revelation since the coming of Christ to our planet. Such a claim certainly raises doubtsin the
minds of rational and responsible people. Almost every generation produces individuals who pose as the bearers of new revelation.

What is surprising about The Urantia Book is that it has almost nothing in common with radical or fanatical movements. It does not advocate a new religion
but supports the best in al religions. Its viewpoint builds upon the religious heritage of the past and present; yet it is fresh, expansive, and profound. After a
judicious and reflective reading of the book, one isimpressed by the power of its own authenticity.

Nevertheless, The Urantia Book should be read critically like any other book. It should be judged by its content, not by any claims of authorship. Only after
athorough reading of the book and careful evaluation of its message is one in a position to speculate about authorship.

Even though The Urantia Book is among the most significant sources of spiritual guidance available to contemporary society, it isnot an end in itself; nor is
it a necessary means to spiritual enlightenment. Its potentials for individual and social growth, however, are so great it should be highly recommended to
anyone interested in the creative possibilities of a spiritual renaissance in our world. Its message is balanced and profound. Its approach is open and benign.
There are no threats or coercions to “believe.” It seeksto work in and through the evolutionary process and within the social institutions of our world.

The authors of The Urantia Book are primarily interested in the spiritual stimulation and growth of people of all faiths and religions. The book has much to
contribute to al of the religions of the world. Kenneth Boulding in The Meaning of the Twentieth Century, Alvin Tofler in The Third Wave, John Naisbitt in
Megatrends, Fritjof Caprain The Turning Point, and many other prophetic voices point out that we are entering a major transition period in human history.
We desperately need enlarged and solid spiritual foundations with the visionary potential to give stability and guidance to the new erawhich is struggling to
be born. | believe The Urantia Book has the greatest potential for serving in this capacity of any philosophical-religious resource now available to
humankind. It isaseminal source of enlightening spiritual truth. All in all, The Urantia Book is the most exciting book of the century! | invite you to
discover this resource for yourself.

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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The Urantia Book and Religious Studies
(Paper presented at the American Academy of Religion meeting at Anaheim 22/25/85)

Rarely does one find a book on theology or religion which one feels has the potential of changing the conceptual patterns of our culture. Some twenty-nine
years ago | was a member of asmall group of United Church of Christ ministers who discovered The Urantia Book published by Urantia Foundation, 533
Diversey Parkway, Chicago, IL 60614 in 1955. We found it aremarkably effective book in stimulating creative thinking in philosophy, religion, and culture.
The general consensus among the thousands of people who have read the book isthat it will receive universal recognition. It has extremely broad
ramifications, shedding wisdom in almost every area of human endeavor.

This challenging book is not only afascinating source document for personal spiritual growth and development, it may well become one of the most
important sources of information leading to the revitalization of the Christian Church and the restructuring of theology since the Reformation. The growing
number of ministers and other religious leaders now discovering the book are surprised that a publication of this spiritual quality and far-reaching potential
could have remained virtually hidden for over thirty years. A partial answer to thisanomaly is found in the fact that those responsible for the publication of
the book have initiated no promotional programs. They believe the low key evolutionary process of person to person communication is the wise method of
acquainting people with the book. In addition, there are three major factors which have discouraged clergy and other religious leaders from a serious reading
of the book:

1. It comes from a source which is not known and trusted by religious and theological groups.
2. Itisalarge book (2097 pages) and some sections are not easy to comprehend.
3. It claims to be new revelation and, therefore, understandably causes suspicion, if not fear or hostility.

Hopefully, we have left those days of cultural naivete when claim or authority have any meaning as a criterion of truth. Revelatory authenticity, therefore, is
a secondary consideration.The primary challenge posed by The Urantia Book is pragmatic. Does it have something creative and constructive to contribute to
our modern philosophical-religious outlook? Evaluated on the basis of spiritual insight, philosophical coherence, and reality-centeredness, it presents, in the
judgment of thousands of people who have critically examined it, one of the finest world views of religion available to contemporary society.

After aquarter of acentury of experience in introducing thousands of philosophy students and ministersto The Urantia Book | have found the two major
obstacles to getting people to read the book are its size and initial erroneous impressions of “esoteric” or “gnostic” connotations. For those who get past
these psychological barriers and read the book, ailmost all are impressed with its comprehensive grasp of planetary phenomena and most believe it hasa
substantive contribution to make to religious studies.

A New Vision of Reality

In its two-thousand pages The Urantia Book presents an integrated picture of the universe that relates science, philosophy, and religion in a synergistic
holism. It presents an integrated and masterful view of Ultimate Reality. Concepts of Deity ranging from that of a persona Universal Father to impersonal
Absolutes are so well unified the holistic picture is maintained. The nature and attributes of God are discussed as they relate to the universe and to the
individual. The Trinity is conceptualized with greater intellectual and spiritual clarity than any other description in theological literature. The material and
gravitational center of the universe, the Isle of Paradise, isreferred to as the place of origin of all forms of reality—spiritual, mindal, and material energy,
life, and personality. A marvelously organized hierarchical universeis described that includes millions of inhabited planetsin all stages of physical, mental,
and spiritual evolution. Mechanistic and vitalistic interpretations of natural phenomena are integrated. Science, philosophy, and religion are seen as partial
aspects of alarger unified universe picture.

The Urantia Book presents one of the most realistic and inclusive material-mindal-spiritual cosmologies in the entire fields of philosophy and religion. It
portrays an eminently reasonable picture of the conditions and nature of immortality. Survival is seen as dependent on the spiritual reality status of the
individual. This, in turn, is determined by the free will decisions of the individual toward God, by our loyalty to truth, beauty, and goodness as these values
are sincerely understood. Nevertheless, evil, sin, and judgment are stern and sober realities in the universe. Itsintriguing picture of life after death, its
eschatology, is not only appealing to rational intelligence but has aring of authentic spiritual reality. The interrelationships of body, mind, soul, and spirit
are treated with much insight and originality. The central challenge to human beingsis to make a well-balanced and sane effort to achieve God-
consciousness. Growth toward perfection of purpose and the spiritual nature of being is presented as the basic motivation of life. Thisgrowth is
evolutionary, culminating, and virtually endless.

The book describes the origin and evolution of events on our planet. In addition to physical development of the planet including plant, animal, and human
biological evolution, it traces the development of civilization, culture, government, religion, the family, and other social institutions. The authors exhibit a
superior understanding of planetary history, dynamics, and destiny. The section discussing marriage and the family has arich and realistic historical
appreciation of the relationships of men and women and a balanced assessment of the contributions of both nature and nurture in shaping human life. Papers
dealing with the nature and function of religion, the purpose and practice of prayer and worship, and the place of personal and institutional religionin life
and society are among the best discussions of these subjects in print. Chapters that describe the loving nurture of the indwelling Spirit of God in the human
mind are of exceptional quality and parallel the world’ s finest insights from afirst hand experience of God found in devotional literature.

The fourth section of The Urantia Book contains a seven hundred page version of the life and teachings of Jesus which is solidly rooted in the historical New
Testament story. This superb presentation of the life of Jesus brings life to the sketchy New Testament picture and with it a new authenticity. It hasa
universal appeal even when it isviewed only as a historical novel for it is unsurpassed in theistic philosophical reasonableness, spiritual insight, and
personality appeal. Thislife of Jesus not only fillsin the “hidden years’ from twelve to thirty but The Urantia Book gives a picture of his pre-incarnation and
post-incarnation experience. It is basically acceptable to all religions, emphasizing the religion of Jesus which is unifying rather than the religion about Jesus
that tends to be divisive.

The Question of Origin

Probably the most difficult question to answer about The Urantia Book is “Who wrote it?’ It claims to be written by numerous supermortal beings as a
special revelation to humankind living on thisworld, “Urantia.” It purports to be the first major or epochal revelation since the coming of Christ to our
planet. Such a claim certainly raises doubts in the minds of rational and responsible people. Almost every generation produces a number of people who pose
asthe bearers of new revelation. What is unique about The Urantia Book is that it has almost nothing in common with radical or fanatical movements. It
does not advocate a new religion but seeks to undergird the best in all religions. Its viewpoint builds upon the best of the religious heritage of the past and
present; yet it is fresh, expansive, and profound. The superior quality of the philosophical-religious insights of The Urantia Book is clear to anyone of
discriminating mind who reads it.

Obviously, one should read The Urantia Book critically and judge it by its content, not by any claim of authorship. Only after a thorough reading of the book
and careful evaluation of its message is one in a position to speculate about authorship. One isimpressed with the authenticity of its teachings. Its messageis
balanced and profound. Its approach is open and benign. There are no threats or coercions to “believe.” It seeks to work in and through the evolutionary
process and within the social institutions of our world.

The Urantia Foundation who publishes the book and the Fellowship of readers of The Urantia Book which is the fraternal organization engaged in
disseminating the teachings of The Urantia Book are not interested in starting a new religion, organizing a church, or promoting any kind of religious
organization. They are primarily interested in the spiritual stimulation and growth of people of all faiths and religions.

Relation to Contemporary Theology

The Urantia Book builds upon and enhances the concerns of contemporary theology. It affirms the insights of existential-secularization theologiesin
presenting a holistic picture of Reality, free from the “two-story” dualism of classical Christianity. God isin the midst of life and the “ground of being” as
well as atranscendent Reality. Experience-based thinking is substituted for authoritarianism and dogmatism.

The book reinforces and amplifies the evolutionary foundations of the process theologies. In its concepts of the Absolutes and the Supreme it paralels the
Whiteheadian views of the “primordial nature of God” and the “consequent nature of God.” Although The Urantia Book accepts the factual realities of the
diversity of gender, race, and economic systems, it stresses the importance of equality of opportunity, dignity, freedom, and justice emphasized by the
liberation theologies.

Even while solidly rooted in the ontologica and evolutionary realities of the past, The Urantia Book is methodologically oriented toward the future as are
the contemporary theologies of hope. It contains the most elaborate and intriguing picture of eschatology in religious literature that is both horizontal and
vertical in nature. The illusions of secularism, reductionism, and naive utopianism are challenged with a breath-taking view of the future based on the hard
realities of spirit conditioned evolutionary devel opment.

The authors of The Urantia Book emphasize the importance of reversion activities, play, humor, relaxation, and creative artistic expression which are frames
of reference held in common with the contemporary theologies of play and story. The narrative quality of the life and teachings of Jesus and the interesting
accounts of the heroes of the past found in The Urantia Book are among the most inspiring storiesin religious literature.

Some contemporary theologies, however, will be disturbed by The Urantia Book because it goes beyond the horizontal dimensions of reality and the
linguistic analysis of meaning. Even though it affirms their concern for the horizontal aspects of life, it reemphasizes and tremendously expands and
enhances the classical metaphysical conception of Reality. It integrates a hierarchical and transcendent conception of Deity and Reality with an indigenous
and creative immanence in a new and inclusive holistic picture. The dynamics of this cosmic drama come close to Tellhard de Chardin’ s visualization of
Cosmogenesis and Christogenesis meeting in God where the two trajectories of time and eternity blend into one all encompassing Unity-Reality.

The new pluralism of belief-systems and life-stylesis a permanent condition of our world. The attempt by religious and political fundamentalists to draw
within their own comfortable belief beds and pull the covers over their heads pretending the rest of the world does not exist, or exists only as an aberration is
no longer tenable. The new polysymbolic religiosity of our day is, | believe, the evolutionary foundation upon which a new and higher vision of reality will
be built.

The Urantia Book, in my judgment, has the potential of cleansing the windows of perception that we may catch avision of the wonder of ourselves and the
universe in a new and expanded visualization of reality. Its message will bring what Joseph Campbell calls a“remythol ogization of consciousness’ freed
from the reductionism, dichotomies, and static symbols of the past. This fresh, epochal mythology, this new organizing metaphor of reality, will retain the
wisdom of the past, make meaningful the challenge of the present, and give humankind avision of the future that will inspire and energize their minds and
souls. Once again we will have generations, prophetically visualized by Roger Shinn, who have metaphysical confidence, comprehensive vision, and living
faith.

Potential for Stimulating Creative Studiesin Religion

The basic question which The Urantia Book poses for those interested in promoting scholarship in religious studiesis, what isits potential for stimulating
creative thinking in theology and religion? | have been contemplating this question for more than twenty-five years and | consistently come to the
conclusion that The Urantia Book has the greatest potential for stimulating new vitality in religious studies of any religious book or event in recent times. |
am confident that scholarsin religion will gradually discover what arich mine of religious research it contains. It has already been the source of one doctoral
thesis. Dr. Jacques Rheaume at the University of Ottawa entitled his study “An Analysis of a Revealed Text: The Urantia Book “ (Analyse d' un Texte revele:
The Urantia Book ) which was completed in August of 1983. Thisisthe first of what | predict will be along line of masters and doctoral dissertations based
on The Urantia Book. Some of the possible topics probed by these studies are suggested below:

“A Hypothesis Concerning the Authorship of The Urantia Book Based on an Empirical Examination of Its Content”

“Biblical, Scientific, Historical, and Logical Errors or Discrepanciesin The Urantia Book Based on Contemporary Scholarship”
“Deity Conceptsin World Religions Found in The Urantia Book”

“Similarities and Differences of Urantia Book and Traditional Christian Trinity Concepts’

“The Urantia Book Description of the Supreme Being Compared with Whitehead' s Concept of the Consequent Nature of God”
“Urantia Book Spiritual Cosmology Contrasted with Christian Eschatology”

“The Nature of Religion Described in The Urantia Book Compared with Contemporary Theological Views’
“The Concept of the Thought Adjuster Contrasted with Contemporary Views of the Superconscious and Transpersonal Psychology”

“The Religion of Jesus Contrasted with the Religion about Jesus”

“The Urantia Book View of Jesus Concept of Man Contrasted with the Pauline Understanding of Human Nature”
“The Doctrine of Salvation: Urantia Book and Mainline Christian Theology Compared”

“The Urantia Book View of Christianity and the Gospel Compared with that of Adolf von Harnack”

These are only afew of dozens of topics which are inspired by the stimulating and innovative material found in The Urantia Book. When scholars of
religion finally discover the rich mine of religious material in The Urantia Book the creative parameters of research will be greatly expanded. Kenneth
Boulding in The Meaning of the Twentieth Century, Alvin Toffler in The Third Wave, John Naisbitt in Megatrends, Fritjof Caparain The Turning Point, and
many other prophetic voices have pointed out that we are entering amgjor transitional change in he history of humankind. We desperately need spiritual
foundations that are large enough, solid enough, and have the visionary potential to give stability and guidance to the new age that is struggling to be born. |
believe The Urantia Book has the greatest potential for serving in this capacity of any philosophical-religious resource now available to our society.

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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The foremost priority of the Urantia movement at this point in time, | believe, is outreach ministry. We have the message the world most needs to hear, and
those who are called to be missionaries of the fifth epochal revelation must now seriously ask, “How do we go about this task?’

When the revelators were asked for guidance in answering this question they refused to give specific instructions but advised that we study Jesus plan of
outreach ministry and be guided by his example. Jesus spent approximately ayear training his apostles and then began a public ministry. For two years this
ministry was largely confined to Palestine and then Jesus instructed his apostles and disciples to proclaim the gospel throughout the entire world. This
initiated the greatest missionary movement in the history of our planet.

To date we have not followed the advice of the revelators of The Urantia Book nor the example of Jesus very closely. We have spent more than thirty years
studying The Urantia Book with some people preparing themselves for the possibility of public ministry in the indefinite future. There is wide-spread
confusion about what ministry is appropriate and when, or even if, public ministry should be initiated. During these years the basic attitude of the majority of
people within the power structure of Urantia Brotherhood toward initiating public ministry has been “do nothing now.” Over the past couple of years there
has been a growing realization that we ought to be engaged in outreach ministry.

Levelsof Ministry

In order to clarify the ambiguities prevalent in our discussion about outreach ministry, | have suggested five basic levels in which we communicate the
gospel messages.

First Level—Living the Gospel—doing good as we pass by in life. The Living Level.

Second Level—Social Service—amplifying the gospel through systematic social action. The Social Level.

Third Level—Traditional Concepts—communicating the gospel through traditional Christian frames of reference or other traditional religious
teachings. The Traditional Level.

Fourth Level—Contemporary Concepts—communicating the gospel using all of our contemporary resources, including bootlegging Urantia
Book concepts. The Contemporary Level.

Fifth Level—The Urantia Book Concepts—communicating the gospel through concepts of the fifth epochal revelation. The Urantia Book
Level.

We should engage in outreach ministry on all five communication levels. Which level we use at any particular time should be determined by the
evolutionary readiness status of those with whom we are interacting and the objectives of our specific ministry. It is my judgment that almost all of the
people of the United States are evolutionally prepared to receive the gospel message on the first three levels of communication but that a minority are not
psychologically or socially ready to receiveit.

Many are Ready

| would estimate that social and cultural evolution has conditioned from twenty-five to thirty-five percent of our population to be receptive to the gospel
message on the Fourth Level of intellectual-spiritual comprehension. Philosophical materialism and skepticism, however, causes a substantial minority of
this group to be psychologically or socialy unprepared to accept it.

A large number of those who live at the Contemporary Level of cultural literacy are prepared for the concepts and cosmology of The Urantia Book. |
believe that from ten to twenty-five percent of the population of the United Statesis ready, from an evolutionary point of view, to receive the gospel
message on the Fifth Level of conceptual understanding; however, very few of this group are psychologically or socially ready to realistically consider the
possibility of “new revelation.” Some degree of public exposure or confrontation is necessary before the majority of this segment of society becomes aware
of The Urantia Book and is challenged to consider the possibility of revelatory authenticity.

Beginning Public Ministry

| believeit istime to initiate the beginning phase of public ministry which will bring The Urantia Book to the attention of our society. Those who are called
to this outreach ministry would be wise to work through organizations not officially connected with Urantia Brotherhood.Such organizations can be more
flexible and innovative than official groups and also will serve as buffers to the more conservative posture of Urantia Brotherhood. During the first few
years these outreach activities should be concentrated in local communities. The methodologies we use in our ministry should be devised by the highest
wisdom we possess and be altered by the feed-back of experience. We should also feel comfortable with the channels of communication we use and strive
for excellencein their execution.

New Era Dawning

Our public ministry should be geared to the nature of our contemporary culture. We are shifting from an industrial society to an information society. Living
in the world' s leading provider of information, we have many tools at our disposal. High technology is emancipating us from dependency on neighbors and
work groups; therefore, people are hungry for the human touch. Small in-groups become increasingly important to our identities and well-being.

The transition from national economies to aworld economy is building the foundations for world wide social and religious fellowship. The failure of short
term planning in our economic, social, and moral adjustments points to the necessity of long range planning. We have many dinosaurs not only in our
traditional institutions but in the Urantia movement as well. The decentralization trend in Western Civilization is lessening the importance of hierarchies and
power structures and increasing the significance of local communities and networks. Society will be rebuilt from the bottom up. We must rely less on central
institutional help and guidance and develop more local direction and individual initiative. The small units of society which will rebuild our culture are close-
knit, dedicated, participatory groups governed by a central purpose. The old either-or society (religious-secular, educated-uneducated, proper-improper) is
passing and cultural diversity istaking its place. In work, food, life style, cable TV, and religion there are multiple choice options being utilized in our
society.

We are living between the times. In this social and cultural ambiguity we need the innovative ability to venture boldly into the future. We are living in one of
the few periods of history where social and religious values are in flux. Oursis aday in which those with vision, courage, initiative, and high spiritual goals
will have extraordinary leverage and influence in shaping the future. In the context of such a changing world, we need to plan and execute our public
ministry as heralds of the fifth epochal revelation.

Spiritual Approach Basic

How we conduct our outreach ministry is much more important than when or where we introduce people to The Urantia Book. The inevitable indifference
and socia opposition must be taken in stride with love, intellectual candor, and good humor. Since we are not trying to organize a church, start a new
religion, raise money, or coerce people to do anything, our public ministry isrelatively benign. Jesus assures us, “my yoke is easy and my burden islight.”
This mission bears the ssimplicity of Philip’sinvitation, “Come and see.” We are merely introducing people to a book and encouraging them to read it. Their
response is in the hands of the Spirit. If the message of The Urantia Book does not sell itself, we should cheerfully allow the reader to his or her own
interpretations and evaluation. If this new vision of spiritual reality does not inspire people, our arguments are not likely to do so.

Although the essence of our outreach ministry is simplicity itsalf, it isimportant and much of the hope of the world rests upon it. Therefore, | would urge
you to adopt the following seven principles of ministry in your outreach work.

Use Wisdom

Use wisdom and balance in al of your service. Avoid extremes, exhibitionism, oversell, and the spectacular. Learn to distinguish between artistic good taste
and the theatrical. Remember that personal contact is more effective than impersonal mass communication. Understand the wisdom and effectiveness of
small groups. These groups from coalitions and netwroks more open and dynamic than hierarchical and self-serving cults. Such a network is many times
greater than the sum of its parts. It has multiple leadership, pluralistic, and its center is everywhere. Start where people are, not where you are. Communicate
in their frames of reference and anticipate their natural reactions. Combine the most expert knowledge with the highest valuesin all of your ministry. Master
your mind through the power of the spirit. Be strong in the spirit; know that in liaison with God nothing can defeat the spiritual purposes of your life. Be
fearless but act with discretion.

Let Love Create

L et love create the atmosphere of all of your interpersonal relationships. Remember that you cannot communicate effectively with others unless you
positively and unconditionally accept them with all of their imperfections. Strive to prevent your biases and limitations from interfering or distorting your
service to them. Support, stimulate, and help people; do not seek to coerce them. See all of your fellows as persons of worth and strive to build their self-
confidence and self-respect. Be natural and genuine and enjoy their company.

Serve out of love, athankful heart, and the joy of the act itself. Ministry isan intrinsic activity of the creative mind and the loving soul. Extrinsic motivation
In service compromises its spiritual value. Serving God even for good extrinsic purposes such as building your study group, society, or church, or even to
bring about a spiritual renaissance limits its spiritual value and personal satisfaction. Minister out of the intrinsic motivation of love, thankfulness, and joy;
the extrinsic repercussions or results will largely take care of themselves. Serve with the openness of creative love; but do not try to manipulate people.

Cultivate Openness

Temper your personal convictions with philosophic objectivity. Always be honest and open. Cultivate freedom of opinion and respect the right of othersto
disagree with your most deeply held convictions. Honor each person’s God-given right to self-determination. Try to establish common ground but do not
contend with people. Let your enthusiasm for truth animate your discussions but never knowingly put people down or offend.

Cooperate with Evolution

Recognize that evolution is the underlying principle of life. Do not expect immediate results. All growth is unconscious and has mustard seed beginnings.
The roots of anew tree of life take decades to penetrate the rocks of tradition on which it is planted. Be patient but do not become the victim of afearful “do-
nothing” psychology and bury your talents and treasure in stagnation or cult obscurities. Be concerned about ministering effectively but relatively
unconcerned about results. Realize that your ministry must be planned and conducted in the context of the law of readiness. Always minister at the point of
evolutionary readiness but do not confuse this basic preparation for the surface conditions of psychological and socia readiness. All who have prophetic
vision know that evolution, the plow of history, eventually breaks the crust of individual resistance and moves the clods of social stagnation. Be loyal and
persistent in your service without needing to see results or to be honored by success. It is our privilege and responsibility to minister; the results arein the
hands of God the Supreme. In all things cultivate in yourself the mind and attitude of the Supreme. The vicissitudes of time do not change the goals of
eternity.

Live with the Commonplace

Be actively involved in routine, commonplace experiences. Grow, bloom, and bear fruit in the soil where you are planted. If possible, keep your old social
and religious ties strong and healthy. Share at the level of spiritual acceptance.When you are atadpole don’'t pretend to be atrout or an eagle. Only dedicated
and creative tadpoling will bring you inner satisfaction and a sense of fulfillment. These mundane activities and identifications will bring a sense of
proportion, genuineness, and integrity to your ministry. Forget the failures of the past and do not allow yourself to be preoccupied anticipating the future.
Livein the present in constant fellowship with the Father and absorbed in the existential moment of experience.

Develop a Sense of Humor

Cultivate an active sense of humor. Humor helps us maintain a proper sense of perspective. Y ou can carry useful man-sized or woman-sized loads when you
get the world off your shoulders. Do not take yourself too seriously even though you are participating in important work. Be unconcerned about prestige and
status. Strive to avoid self-contemplation and cultivate self-forgetfulness. Finite personalities can become tragic figures when they lose their sense of
perspective and fail to appreciate the comedy of life. We need to learn to laugh at ourselves and the frustrating, ridiculous, and absurd situations we
encounter. A light hearted spirit can be a great asset in carrying the sometimes heavy burdens of ministry.

Serve with Joy

Aboveal, live with joy in your heart and find joy in your ministry. Y ou belong to the Father’ s kingdom which has an eternal future of unimaginable
adventure and reward. Nothing can long prevent the fulfillment of your most ardent spiritual hopes and fondest dreams. All who experience this faith in an
eternal destiny live with irrepressible joy even in the midst of material hardship, social conflict, and seeming personal defeat. Asyou free yourself from the
slavery of the lure of things, the adoration or criticism of people, and the importance of preoccupation with self, you will experience the liberating joys of
service. You will aso discover that in doing so you are free from the egocentric socia pressure of being successful and establishing or maintaining a
reputation.

When our will isin harmony with the Universal Father, the joy of service also brings a deep sense of peace. When you no longer experience this peace of
mind and joy in your ministry, find another channel of service which doesfill your heart with joy because you feel that you are where you belong, where
your heavenly Father wishes you to serve.

Personal Spiritual Growth

| should like to close with what | consider the most important thing | have to share with you. While outreach ministry is the most important imperative of the
Urantia movement, if you are not called to thisministry, or fail to respond to the Spirit’s leading, others will hear this call and carry the good news of the
Fifth Epochal Revelation to the farthest corners of the earth. But there is another call which no one can respond to except yourself. Thisisthe Father’'s
loving appeal that you dedicate yourself to your own spiritual growth.

Nothing in thisworld is more important in your life than your active cooperation in achieving the Spirit’s mastery of your mind and body, your attitudes and
appetites, your emotions and actions. Thisis not accomplished by simply willing it; it demands active participation. Theinitial stages of growth usually
require enduring suffering, transcending egocentric pride, or even experiencing social humiliation. The rewards and joys of a Spirit controlled mind and a
Spirit mastered body, however, far outweigh the birth pangs endured in evolving the soul. The enlarged freedom and deeper inner peace of your liberated
and growing soul bring the greatest joy and sense of fulfillment that sons and daughters of God can experiencein thislife. Not only have you actualized your
authentic self, but you have a quality of being which is more real and can accomplish greater service for your fellows and the Father’ s kingdom. It is my
prayer that each of us may grow in thislife of the Spirit. For the life of the Spirit is the well-spring and creative source of outreach ministry.

Living Faith Acts
We are living in one of the major transitional periods of human history. Our society desperately needs an enlarged vision which will give guidance and

stability to the new age which is struggling to be born. The Urantia Book has been given to us providing the spiritual fulcrum to lift our world into anew era
of human achievement. Our Sovereign Master speaks to us as to Peter, “If you love me, feed my sheep.”

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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The spiritual ministry to our world is preparing us for anew spiritual age. The key to this new paradigm of Reality is presented in the message of The
Urantia Book. Just as our world was prepared for the advent of Christ (the Fourth Epochal Revelation), today we are experiencing another “fullness of time”
in which our society is being prepared for the Fifth Epochal Revelation (the message of The Urantia Book ). This new vision of truth confirms and integrates
the best of all former revelations and enhances the spiritual truths of all the traditional religions of the world.

I nterfacing with World Religions

We who are pioneers of the Fifth Epochal Revelation must learn to relate positively with the peoples of al of the world’ s religions. Philosophers of religion
have long observed that the religions of the world have much more in common than they have in exclusive uniqueness. The Urantia Book is the most
inclusive revelatory picture of religion yet to appear on earth. It is appreciative and constructive in its attitude toward all religion and religionists.

Aswe prepare ourselves to relate to the peoples of the world and their religious backgrounds we should become thoroughly familiar with the tenets of their
various faiths. It is also important to remember that within and among all religious groups there are common polarities: the educated intellectuals versus the
unlearned masses, the prophets versus the priests, and the rigid conservatives versus the flexible liberals. In each religious group the educated, prophetic, and
open people are the first to recognize and accept new truth. When we look at the religions of the world astotal entities, it would appear that Christianity,
Judaism, Buddhism, and Hinduism are evolutionally the best prepared to receive the teachings of The Urantia Book. Islam is probably the most defensive
and reactionary world religion; yet, it accepts the prophets of other religionsin its sacred scriptures and its sufis are quite open to truth from outside sources.

Our Christian Heritage

Although we should bring the good news of The Urantia Book to all of the religions of the world, Christianity is particularly prepared to receive its message.
The Christian Church is the major evolutionary religion rooted in the teachings of Jesus. In many ways the authors of The Urantia Book express a special
interest in upstepping the Christian Church. They refer to Christianity as the best of the religions of the twentieth century (p. 2083), the best exponent of
Jesus’ lifework on earth (p. 2085), one of the world’ s greatest powers for good (p. 2085), the cocoon in which the kingdom now sleeps (p. 1866), and, if
enhanced by the Fifth Epocha Revelation, the greatest hope of the world (p. 20086).

Establish Common Ground

There are basic approaches which we should keep in mind when relating to any religious group. We should always start by establishing common ground. All
of thereligions of the world have much in common with The Urantia Book. We need to emphasi ze the positive aspects of each religious faith. Add to those
spiritual realities which people most need and desire.Be cautious and tactful in correcting errors when such negative communication cannot or should not be
avoided. Highlight service and living faith rather than theology. Engage in fellowship and dialogue with openness while avoiding unnecessary structure and
rigidity. Stress spiritual truths and avoid economic, political, and moral involvement. Spiritual truths and principles are universal. The moral and social
application of these principlesis determined by many environmental and developmental factors.

| mportance of I ndigenous People

Outreach work is best conducted by indigenous people. Those who are socia and religious members of the group where interface is sought are the
missionaries most likely to be effective. Work within the religious institutions of society when possible. Jesus taught within the synagogues of Judaism until
he was barred from doing so. Paul was able to communicate meaningfully with the Jews of his day because he was a scholar of Judaism. Work at the point
of psychological readiness and do not expect too much change in people. Allow the evolutionary process to determine their rate of growth.

Significance of Social Confrontation

Anyone familiar with the history of religious movements will appreciate the significance of social confrontation. A religious faith and philosophy does not
become aforce in asociety until it enters a period of social challenge. No matter how irenic, loving, and wise a new and advanced religious view of life may
be, it does not achieve effective communication and viability in any community or nation until it experiences atime of socia confrontation.

The Urantia Book is just beginning to enter this period. The evangelicals and fundamentalists are starting to write brochures and books in which The Urantia
Book is singled out as one of the modern heresies. Dr. Sadler used to say, “When the Catholic Church places The Urantia Book on its banned list, get ready
to sell alot of books.” The Catholic Church finally recognized this reaction and discontinued its banned list. Nevertheless, the evolutionary role of
confrontation is basic to the testing and growth of al religious movements.

Rather than fearing thistime of evaluation and testing, we should anticipate and welcome it. The Urantia Book can stand the most rigorous examination.
And there will be some serious challenges. It will not begin to serve the nation and the world, however, until in each local community it enters this period of
confrontation. This marks the beginning of its public service.

L ayper sons Catalysts of Growth

Historically religious professionals have been among the last to constructively recognize and respond to new revelation or mgor reform movements. For
many reasons centering around personal security, institutional preservation, and professional training, ministers and priests will not read the entire The
Urantia Book or seriously examine it until enough laypersons in their churches or religious institutions are reading it. Although it isimportant for ethical
reasons to introduce religious leaders to The Urantia Book early in our outreach ministry in acommunity, we should realize that, with few exceptions,
laypersons will be the first to recognize its quality. Laypersons have been the founders of virtually all of the major world religions. The majority of the great
religious advances in spiritual growth on our planet have been spearheaded by those outside the power structure of religious institutions. Laypersons will
also be the key facilitators and the dynamic force actualizing the spread of the good news of The Urantia Book.

Outreach Imperative

Outreach ministry is the most important need and the greatest latent potential in the Urantia movement today. “A new and fuller revelation of the religion of
Jesus is destined to conquer an empire of materialistic secularism and to overthrow aworld sway of mechanistic naturalism. Urantiais now quivering on the
very brink of one of its most amazing and enthralling epochs of social readjustment, moral quickening, and spiritual enlightenment.” (p. 2082) “The gospel
of the kingdom must be proclaimed to all the world.” (p. 1804)

This great mission depends on dedicated missionaries! We can be disciple-type followers who quietly live the enlarged gospel in our personal lives. Thisis
good but not the level of dedication needed to bring this new epochal revelation to our society and the world. Only apostle-type workers filled with
enthusiasm, wisdom, courage, and dedication will be able to bring this transforming spiritual message to humanity. Such apostles of new truth are inevitably
called to serve in the atmosphere of socia confrontation. Thisiswhy Jesus warned his apostles that as bearers of new truth they would experience rejection
in their own families and hostility in society. Growth is always a traumatic experience for individuals and society.

The difficult and sometimes controversial task of introducing The Urantia Book to society is best carried out by organizations designed for this purpose.
Many organizations of this nature will come into being. This pluralism of service groups will evolve aloose network assuring creative diversity and dynamic
variety in outreach ministry.

Grass Roots Viability Basic

The history of the growth of religious movements al so teaches us the importance of establishing stable groups at the grass roots of society. Growth does not
take place in a grandiose manner. It proceeds through channels of social communication to develop a viable constituency in specific, local communities. In
time, centers of influence evolve and gradually the entire society and culture is permeated by the new stimulus to spiritual growth.

Today we stand at the beginning of the public phase of outreach ministry in the Urantia movement. The first stage of public ministry is characterized by
curiosity and indifference which is eventually followed by opposition and socia confrontation. The real quality of the spiritual message is then tested by this
challenging individual and social experience. Movements become a social reality when the truths they proclaim become indigenous in the lives of peoplein
local communities.

Challenge of the Next Century

Such pioneering ministry is never easy; it demands vision, courage, wisdom, and perseverance. Each of us has an unusual opportunity to shape the future of
our world by helping to introduce a new and inspiring revelation to our community and culture. Such afortuitous opportunity comes to a generation only
once in thousands of years. What a happy and challenging historical moment! We are standing on the threshold of one of the most promising and exciting
eras of human history. | hope that each of uswill respond to this challenge of spiritual destiny and, thereby, find fulfillment and joy in sharing with our
fellows the best Good News of the century!

A Service of
The Urantia Book Fellowship
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| should like to call your attention to a statement made by the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk (1:5), “L ook, there iswork being done in your days which
will astonish you and which you will not believe when it istold to you.” We are again living in a time when amazing things are being accomplished by the
spirit of God in our world.

We are living in an age which is experiencing the exhaustion of the spiritual creativity of the renaissance and the reformation. Scientifically and
conceptually we have left behind the horse and buggy technology and the geocentric universe view or our forefathers. It is generally recognized by the
prophetic voices of our day that we are at the beginning of a new age. We are standing at the edge of tremendous potentials for human growth and human
destruction.

The most creatuve minds of our generation are meeting with perplexity and frustration in attempting to solve the growing complexity and seriousness of our
contemporary problems ranging from environmental pollution to human misery and destruction. The significance of the crisis of our age is seen in the fact
that the spiritual supervisors of our planet have recognized the need for a new epochal revelation to restructure our planetary and universe views of reality
and inspire us to new levels of material and spiritual growth. As aresult we have the Fifth Epochal Revelation in the form of The Urantia Book.

| mportance of Outreach

One of the most important responsibilities and opportunities of our world today is bringing this new vision of reality to the peoples of the world. Each
person who discovers The Urantia Book and recognizes its significance must decide what his or her role should be in this many faceted outreach mission.
The Fifth Epochal Revelation can only exercise its transforming power in our world if we have able, wholehearted dedication in this outreach ministry.

Paul in his letter to the Colossians says (3:23), “Whatsoever you do, put your whole heart into it as a service to the Lord, not just to humankind.” On page
1780 of The Urantia Book we read, “1f you are not a positive and missionary evangel of your religion, you are self-deceived in that what you call areligion
isonly atraditional belief or amere system of intellectual philosophy.” We are told on page 279-80, “In the universal regime you are not reckoned as having
possessed yourself of knowledge and truth until you have demonstrated your ability and willingness to impart this knowledge and truth to others.” On page
556 we are admonished, “ The weak indulge in resolutions, but the strong act. Life is but aday’s work—do it well. The act us ours; the consequences God's.”

Living Spiritual Truth

| should like to challenge you to act on the spiritual leading which you have for service. | would invite you to ascend the seven-step ladder of outreach
ministry. Step oneisthe level of living the teachings of The Urantia Book. Thisis basic and elemental. None of the other steps of outreach service will be
effective until we have reasonably mastered the principles of inspired spiritual living. Without honesty, integrity, sincerity, trustworthiness, loving attitudes
and action directed by experientia spiritual wisdom, no outreach service will be effective. With these qualities of behavior, our lives are an eloquent
message, and we have the opportunity to share the great truths of the Fifth Epochal Revelation that have inspired us.

Sharing Spiritual Truth

Most of us then take step two and begin sharing these enhanced spiritual realities with our fellows. We usually begin by relating these insights without
revealing the source because, for one reason or another, we do not wish to publicly announce that we are readers of a strange new book that we believeisthe
Fifth Epochal Revelation. This bootleg ministry is constructive and good but lacks forthrightness and power. | would encourage you, when you are ready, to
take the critically important third step in outreach ministry: summon that level of openness and courage where you become a discriminating herald or
salesperson of The Urantia Book.

Now you are not only able to present insights which may be appropriate to specific situations but you are sharing a veritable library to truth and wisdom
where people can find an entire philosophy of life and anew view of universe reality. As you wholeheartedly pursue the task of introducing people to The
Urantia Book, you have become amissionary in the traditional sense of the word. When you inspire others to engage in such outreach work, the effect is
geometric in nature.

Social Groupsand Cultural Influences

All thisis good but very soon we become aware of the necessity for the fourth step in outreach activity: the cultivation, organization, and direction of study
groups. There are now several hundred Urantia study groups in existence. Hopefully, in the not too distant future, we will have thousands of study groups
throughout the world. Study groups are basic to the socialization of religion but they are partial and incomplete. These groups spring up, have an up and
down history, are limited in the number of people they attract, and sometimes die out. At best the study group is atemporary and limited socia-historical
phenomenon.

Every serious and dedicated person engaged in outreach ministry in the Urantia movement faces the limitations of individual and study group evangelism
and longs for the permanence and broad cultural depth of institutional wholeness and stability. To satisfy this hunger for a deeper relationship with society
and realizing the greater potentials of cultural involvement, we take the fifth step in outreach ministry: participation in quasi or limited institutional activities
such as forming Urantia Societies, placing books in libraries, introducing the study of The Urantia Book in educational institutions and professional
societies, or getting involved in growing edge movements like environmental improvement, holistic studies, peace demonstrations, and futurist activities.

Authentic Religious I nstitutions

This progression of outreach experience, along with planetary religious history, leads to the realization that these five basic stepsin missionary activity are
but preliminary and partial phases |eading to the only abiding form of the socialization of religion: the formation or reformation of religiousinstitutions. It is
the paradox of religious history that the institutionalization of religion increases the potential for evil and hampers growth but is a necessary requisite for
religious enculturation and survival. (p. 1083)

The solution to this paradox, as the authors of The Urantia Book point out (p. 1076), is not the eradication of religious institutions but in creating more
perfect, spiritually attuned religious organizations. All outreach activity which has survival value, therefore, must culminate in some for of
ingtitutionalization. Religion must have an appealing symbolism incorporated in ritual which encourages and enhances individual and group worship,
undergirds the values of the family, and furnishes fellowship and spiritual care for al of life from birth to death. The initial five steps of outreach ministry
are good and necessary steps to the only social vehicle and methodology which can carry the Fifth Epochal Revelation to the peoples of the world. It must be
incorporated in religious ingtitutions. All wholehearted and thorough outreach ministry based on revelatory and historical wisdom must come to grips with
this elemental fact.

L eavening Traditional Religions

There are two basic ways in which this can be done. The first takes us to step six: the study and incorporation of the teachings of The Urantia Book in the
religions of the world. Here in Western Civilization this means creating an interface with Christianity. Christianity has tremendous latent potentials. The
authors of The Urantia Book regard it as “the best of the religions of the twentieth century” (p. 2083) but it “is only the larval stage of the thwarted spiritual
kingdom.” (p. 1866)

The Christian Church has great reserves of evolutionary historical wisdom and has organizational roots throughout the entire world. No one knows to what
spiritual heights it may rise when reformed and transformed by the Fifth Epochal Revelation. It isimperative that we exercise the courage and wisdom to
build an interface with Christianity as well as with all other religions of the world.

A New Religious M ovement

The authors of The Urantia Book visualize one more step for the outreach mission of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. They point out that every new revelation
of truth has given rise to a new religious movement (p. 966) and that the enlarged “restatement of the religion of Jesus must develop a new and appropriate
symbolism.” This prophetic insight and proclamation brings us to step seven in outreach ministry: the formation of a new social expression of religion.

Many suggestions are given for the development of this new religious fellowship predicated on the Fatherhood of God and the brother/sisterhood of

humanity. Such areligious institution needs an appealing symbolism and ritual which promotes individual and group worship, embodies a masterful

mystery, builds on the values of the home, encourages diversity and growth, and provides fellowship and spiritual care for humankind. It isthe basic
structure that stimulates and supports personal spiritual experience—true religion.

Missionary work at this seventh level, | believe, has the greatest promise for the future. It has the advantage of learning from the experiential wisdom of all
of th