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Tur WntcHTWooD SERIES CoNcrPr

W-:=.--.-

-T.hp wrishl*ood 5F;e'  SFnrnrr< inir  drFd b\ l l - r

I  r a u . o ,  " "  I  o r r n : r r F F  o  l h e  U z n t i a  B o n l '

F€llowship, is a s€rvice project lor readers This prolcct

beean in the summer of 1991 as an outgrowih of the

coi imitmentto cnhance the qual i ly ofstudy ot lhe book

ancl to provldc this imprcved understanding to th€

readet5hip.
There arc threc factors undcrlyinS this proSram:

a Thc WriEhtwood OPPortun tY
a Thc WriEhtwood Process
a Thc SPidt of WriShtlvood

f H E WRI G HTWOO D O P PO RT U N IT Y
-T-he scp, ' ,dl ;on of lh.  UrJn iJ Brolhorrrond {4oq

I kno* n a- ihc l , ranrr;  Eool I  Pl lo\^ slr ipr ' rom I I  Jnr '  I

Foundation produced confusion within thc organrzatlon

as indepeni lencc, became a real i ty,  Thc Execut ive

Commiriee chose to relv on thc leachings of thc book

and thc spir i tual  insiShl of  i ls mcnlbers l r)  guidc lhc

oreanizat ion during thosc l roublcd t imcs whcn thc

{; i l i tv ofThe l 'e l l ;wship was assured, i l  became clcar

that carrving thc mission of Ihe Uranlia Book lo lhe

o e o p l e s ' o i U r a n t i a  r e q u i r e d  c l e a r  a n d  c o n f i d e n l

understrndinq of ils nrany-faceled teachings, nol only

within the org;nizat ional leadership, but also wit l r in thc

readcrchip. Only thc thoughtful, sPiriiually motrvatcd and

guiclcd act ions ol  large numbers of readers and bcl ievers

ian oossiblv achievc the mission ofthc book-
ihe Executive Committ€e and the Ceneral Council

are conrpose.l o{ lonS-time cledicated readerswbo have

been electedto conduct the opc rations and lo delennine

thc policies ofThc Fellowship. Thes€ Sroups are loo larBe

toassemblefor long-term, ifllimat€, coordinatcd technical

studies. In addit ion, the individual Councl lors vary ioo

widcly in their  individual intercsts to provide a coh€rcnt

focus on narrow toPical issues
Br drar ine roqerh" a sn"l l  g oup or \rLrd nL\ n '

- i n . l , i  i n r " ,  - r  u ' l i a . " r i r g  \ ; ,  s p o i r r '  : i  h o r l o  b

oossibl€ to conduct an i rr tense, in depth examinat ion ol

ihe teachines oithe book in a specific area Such an cifott

should proiuce valuable and thought provoking 'csul ls

for the ieadership and educate al l  the readcrshlP to thc

decper issues uncovere<1. The orsanizal ional Lranqui l i ty

which enrerged after thc separation from thc FoLrndation

oror ide, l  . r iopp" 'rni  l  ro " \pP' im'rr  \ \ i rh rhi \  rFs

a p p o " ,  l .  t h ,  l F l l o $ \ n  p  o r i "  r d '  l i '  e '  J r  5 ) t )

\ t  ; l ' , u o , o  a r " r - "  C h i ' . t s o  d  o d r ' l u ' '  F ^ T " l  k '

"nui,nnm"nt *h"t" ""t"ndcd nrcetings can b€ held'

THE WRIGHTWOOD PROCESS
-I-l-( , s.,r' , o r.{ w igh woo.l o o' "ss i' in d'prl

I  p ' " p . " . . i " n , r d  i n r i n . r r '  r r o ' o J q h  d r *  J  n n  T l "

tducat ion Conrnl i t tec l imits part ic ipat ion lo a sm0Ll

nunrbe,,rrverywel l  preparcd Part ic ipanrs, reqLircscach

o a r t i c i p a n l  t o  d r a f t  a  w r i t t e n  p o s r l r o n  p a p c f  r o r

presenlal lon and cvcntual publ icat;on, an' l  asks t l rc

Daaric iDants to dcvclop a plan ol  actbn for Prescnt inS
ih. i r  results l<,  Lhc rcadership al  largc Thcscnrinarmccls

o lhfc. davlj ovcr a wcekend to conrplcto thcsc tasks
'l his pr;ccss has since bccn adaptcd and aPPlied (')

rhr wori  of .onlrr l i l lces olhc:r  than tdu(al ion l lor

. . , r ' 1 , 1 . , ,  *  n r ' r a  o n .  o n  r i r r ' i o '  r l  " r d  o r . ' i n ' / a r r ^ ' ' l

is u^. s.r  ' i r ' r lJ ' l )  ,  on\ crr^d Lr\  Ih^ l rrd t  r ' l  I  otm:"

in October 1992.

THE SPIRIf OF WRIGHTWOOD
-T-hc ror i  JnLl ' - ' r '  addre"cd in Ir ' '  wr iSl-r* 'od

I  s ,  ' i * . .  "  '  ' , - n , ' l  n r a r r e r : "  ' w h ; '  r  r " r d '  ' ' t l  ' f

d l ik(  . ,  '1 ! ' l r ; '  r  rF'd:r \  J '  \ i '  \ 'd Tl-

exDcrien.c oflhese ficl senrinars has shown us that' when

we have troubletl oulselves lo bccornc well infonned on

complcx issrres, andwlrcn wc sincerely conrm it ou rsclves

to work through our diflcrences by the pow'r of mutuiil

rc 'pecr "nd Lirve, a transcendenl,  harr l tonlTing vis lon

enFrl i :s.  Rather than f inding olhers drnvcded to our

viewooint,  wc leafn to appreciatc whar wc hold in

common. we Srovv ro understand olher Polnls ofview as

",r.orurnon uit*t o" tniqucly exp resscd th rouSh other

personalities and exPeriences
-lhe benefits of thcse insighls, as they af€ projectcd

r l  o r , e h r l r  r e r l '  h r t ' , r  l . r ' 8 "  h  I b c ' o r ' "  i l r o r '  r ' r  i l

nr,  ""nnon..a understanding :nd appl icat ion oi  these

ideas and ideals in the deielopmcnt,  cvolut ion'  and

growth ol PLrnctary socicty a
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\ /\ /hen lvrasa new readet ol fheUqntia Book I Ba\e
V V a copy to a young black r ol league. She was

troubled, her spiritual antennae werc up and she found
something I had said intriguing. I invited her to our study
group on Sunday. She wasn't there five minutes when
she turned to Paper 64, "The Evolutionary Races of
Color," read silently for a few minutes and then left
abruptly. on Monday, she handed me the book and
said, "This is a racist book." My protests that she had
read something out of context fell on deaf ears. lt was
the end of our relationship, and the beBinning of my
concern with the issue of 'ace in The Utantia Book,fhat
was 25 years ago.

lknowthatmanv readers share mv reluctance totalk
to people about The Urantia Sook because of i ts
statements about the indigo race. There are compelling
reasons given for the creation of a variety of races, but
l i t t le justi f ication for the unequal distr ibution of the
ofiginal endowment of intellectual and sp iritual capacity.
There are no pure races, we are told, but readers who
accept their African heritaSe must perceive themselves
as descendants of the indigo race. Andthere are passages
about the indigo race which many people find disturbing,
difficult to understand, and personallv offensive. One
must read the whole book sequentially at least once to
place the offending passages in context and to beSin to
f ind the answers which
may mitigate the impactof
these statements. At this
time I know of very few
Afr ican Americans who
rcad The Utantia Book,
but clearly the success of
the fifth €pochal reve lation
depends on the inclusion

We are in a period of
i n t e n s e  f o c u s  o n  t h e
m e a n i n g  o f  r a c e  i n
America, and racial strife
i s  s t i l l  r a m p a n t  i n  t h e
world. But what is race,
a f t e r  a l l ?  A n d  w h a t
determinesa racial group?

ls it the color of one's skin? ls it our mothels race, as
defined by the Jews? ls it a fraction of a bloodline as
calculated by Nazi ge neticists? ls itdetermined by "one

drop ofblood" as in the antebellum South? ls it how we
view ourselves? How others view us? ls it a genetic
question? A biologic question? A social or cultural
question? Or is i t  a poli t icalquestion?

A superficial rcading of the passages on the origin
and dispersion of the rac€s in fhe Ufentia Eook offers
few answers to people of good will and little comfort to
readersofAfrican descent. Ho\\/ could The Utuntia Book,
our b€loved, inspired revelation oftruth, be so insensitive
to any Broup of people? Or is it?

we are told that as AdjusteFindwelt moitals, akhou8h
unequal in men's eyes, we are al l  spir i tual ly equal in
cod's eyes, we can choose to see ourselves as men see
us, oras Cod s€es us. We can decide how much race
matte$. We can know that our spiritual equality outweiShs
ou r biolo8ical inequality and that ou r physica I d ifferences
are individual, not racial. We can identify primari lywith
a bod, a gender, or a race orwe can ioinwith our heavenly
Father and co-create the perfect unique person he sees.
The choice is ours.

Nevertheless it is true that descendants of the indigo
race with the inescapable fact of skin color and its con-
s€quences sharc a history of slavery and tacism. lt as a

factthat The Utantia Book
says that in its endowment
of intellectual and spiritual
capacity " the red man
slands far above the jnd i8o-
black race." But is it true?
And i f  so, what does i t
mean? The red tace is viF
tual!ygone while the black
race persis-ts, and time has
bloughtmany chanSes. As
descdbed in Our Kind of
People: Inside America's
Black Upper Class, by
Lawrence Otis Craham,
(Harpercol l ins, l  999) to
day in the United States
there is a black upper
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c lass "aristocracy" whose exclusive sororities an'l fratcrni-

ties, social clubs, sumntr rcsofls, and yacht club's are "insular

arenas unlamiliartoth€ black underclass, working class and

whites ofany class." Clearly, hinory is notde$iny.
However, segr€gation by class and race characterized

early 2o1h century chicaSo when the Urant ia Papers
appeared. lhe Torum Lompriscd midwe're'n Cdu' dsidn'
whose primary association with blackswould have been
employing them as servants. ln addit ion, Dr '  Wil l iam

S.Sadler, l;ader of the Forum, and his wife Dr Lena Sadler,

wcrepromin€nl member. ot lhe euSeni( ' movFn'enl lhit

wa. the sening'or the recepl ion o l l ,e Urania Book

which Eives rise to the following questions: Were th€ Life

Carrie; influenced by the Prevailing racial attitudes and

eueenics lansuase or lhe t imesi Did lhey l ry lo I  11
neiv trurh onro e*ist ing rhinkinS and cul lutal t 'ends? Did

the quest ions of the Forum members inf lLrence the

outcome? Were the responsesthe "h iShest exp rcssion of
knowledSe at the time"? ls it heresy to think that the
racial miterial, like some of the science in the book, is

dated and awaiG revision? or is it alltrue?
In addit ion, the dispassionate manner in which the

Life Ca rriers describe Ll rantia's oriSins ra ises other issues.

Surely we are more than iust a "bioloSic adventure" to

them:ls the story ofthe or iginalsangik family a facd or
is i l  an al leqo' ical  explanat ion fo 'cul tu 'al  outcomcs?
Were there ieally orange and Srecn Peoplc? A'e thcre
comprehensible reasons for a "handicap" at the racial
staning line? ls the story included because we have
"...failed to achieve race hamonization by tthe Adamic
technique [and] must now work out loutl planetaty
problem of race improvement by other and largely human'methods 

of adaptation andcontrol"?Could it be that fhe
Itantia Book is not tot lhis a8€, but rather for the day

when our wofld has feached a more settled state? The
pursuit ofanswers to questions like these gave rise to this

lN THE SUMMER Of 1991 The Fel lowship ini t iated the

Wrightwood Series Seminars to explo(e issues of serious

concern in lhe Uftntia Book. I suggested '?ace" as a
topic and was given the task of coordinating thc effort. I
askedMatthew Block, Earlene Creen, Charl€s olivea and
wesley Smith to panicipate because they had done
previous work on the subject. Charles had delivered a
powerfultalk called "The Concept of Race in lhe Urant a'Book" 

at Kendall College in 1976. lt was published in
"The URANTIAN iou rnal of U rantia Brotherhood" (\Mnter

80 s]). Earlene had written an article entided "Race in

the Urant ia Book" which was PUbl ished as a Pamphlet
by Urantia Brotherhood in March 1980 Mat1hew was
researchingthe human sourcesof fhe U/antia Eookand
had found some fascinatinS materialon race, and wesley
had done a workshop on "The Evolutionary RacesolMan"

forth€ Oklahoma Society in 1985. In addit ion, I  invi ted

M a ' )  D r l y  l o  p a n i . i p a r F  b e . d u  t  o l  h '  r  u n i q u e

oerspective on the relationship of ma(iage and family to

ihe evolution ofthe races. Linda McNellv answered the

callfor pafticipation and sent a series ofquestions relating
rothe cul turalconte{ofth€ racial issues, and Don Creen

sent Saskia Raevouri's chad, "The Evolution of Life on

Ealrh." Our task was to explore the biological, intellectual

and spiritual implications of The Urantia Book'spoft'ayal

ofrace. We were amixed racialgroup and l fel t fortunate

to havcthe perspectives oftwo African Amcrican readers
(Earlene and Wesley) as seminar participants.

/ ' \ur l i rd meerinB wa' held ar Ihe Fel lou ship '

\ - , fw; lhr*ood ol ic" on the weekend or Md! l -1,

1992. lt ;oincided with the tace riots that followed the

announcementofthe Rodney King verdict in Los AnBeles'

The riots v€rified how deeply divided our country is by

racial identification and perception. Nationwide, it was

a weekend of increased sensitivity to black fears and

struggles, and we were meetinS in part because ot the

diffiahv of sharinq a book which uses teminology like
"backward" and "l;ast 

Progressive" to describe the indigo
|ace. The Utuntia Book tells us thal the plan for racial

amaleamation which would have blended th€ races was

thwaied by the Lucifer r€bellion and the Adamic default'

Cons€quently, alter one million years of evolutionary

erowth we find our planet filled with racial problems

ind far fiom the realization of human brotherhood
I was very nervous about the meetins Like others I

had struggled to understa nd why statements and passages

which d-iiparaged a racial group were includcd in the

book. The passages that describe the appearance of six

colored nces with d iffeling degrees of capacity re i nforce

negat ive stereotypes. Thc conclusion that racial
dif{erences causedcultural variation, rather than resulle"
f r o m  t h c m  i s  d e b a t a b l e .  T h e  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l
consequences of slavery in this country were certainly

responsible to some degre€ for the discrepancies in

achievement between blacks and whit€s, particularly in

the '20s and '30s befote the Civi l  Rights movement

addressed issues of equality of opportunity and black
pr,dF. Bur so, ia l  dnd .uhu'r l  I  dusF' d 'e nor rddrF*ed in

ih" b. 'o l .  In dddir ion, dlrhoush rhe dic.ussi 'n '  orbiologrr
uolift-"the need to eliminate debased and deteriorated

siock"-refer to a need for uplift in a// the races, they

provide an uncomfo(able backdrop to an already

emotional lv sensit ive issue
I oravei thatour m€etingwould be truth-seekinB and

sDi i r  lcd.Wc<ley scnl an impd*iorFd lener ddmonithing
ra "ds (orr(dr01 $ i rh lhe trrhFI to lcdv'  rhF d( |  r i l '  o l

the great amalgam to the universe," and Mary and Linda

sent papers for inclusion in ourdiscussion butwere unable

to atiend. The weekend was interactive, stimulatinS, and


